
 
 

 
18th Annual International Congress 
Mediterranean Studies Association  

 
Εθνικό και Καποδιστριακό  

Πανεπιστήμιο Αθηνών 
 

National and Kapodistrian  
University of Athens 
School of Theology 

Athens, Greece 
May 27 - 30, 2015 

 
 

ABSTRACTS 
 

 

Thursday, May 28 
 
University of Athens, School of Theology 
University Campus 
Panepistimiopolis, 15772, Ano Ilissia, Athens 
Map (School of Theology): http://maps.uoa.gr/en/  
Thursday 9:00 – 11:00 

http://maps.uoa.gr/en/


 

 

2 

 
1A.  The Mediterranean in Writing, Film and Music 
Chair: Margarita Vargas, University at Buffalo 
 
Ralph Heyndels, University of Miami, “Jean Genet’s Mediterranean or 
the Subversion of Orientalism” 

From very early on and during his entire life the Mediterranean 
has played a significant, central, seminal and even vital role in 
French writer Jean Genet’s imaginary. This paper will first 
briefly frame the recurrent presence of the Mediterranean in 
Genet’s life and work, but will actually aim at critically interpret 
what goes well beyond a subjective obsession and is actually 
the matrix of both the poetic founding of an ethics and a 
politics of desire, and the self-reflexive conceptual production 
of a negative positivity that will be at the core of the writer’s 
worldview. 
 In particular, the Mediterranean is thus (re) imagined 
and (re) thought by Genet as participating to his rejection 
(ethical, political, sexual) of the “West”, itself conceived as 
precisely what the Mediterranean is not, as an arrogant, 
colonial, imperialist, locus of positive negativity which deserves 
distancing and even more: disdain and hatred, as it is 
fundamentally structured by institutional racism and 
xenophobia toward all the (non “truly white or not white at all”) 
peoples of the “South”.   
 Such an imaginary positioning of the Mediterranean, 
while poetically always at the risk of “orientalizing” its object of 
desire, dialectically supposes a creative work that commands 
the very subversion of orientalism. It is precisely such complex 
and intricate dialectics that this paper will consider and study.   
How does Genet escape (if he does) the “poetical” traps of 
western exoticism in the projection of his imaginary 
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Mediterranean and the location in such a projection of a series 
of symbolic political, ethical, and sexual economies? Is he able 
to subvert, as Edward Said suggests (in his essay on Genet), the 
very orientalist compulsion that informs his “desire for the 
South” in the first place? And more importantly how does the 
construction of a “Mediterranean identity” (to which the writer 
is attracted and from which he is separated) distance itself from 
the stereotypes it needs to simultaneously display and displace, 
(re) write and destruct, in order to “(re) invent” its esthetical 
but also politically critical genesis? 

  
Sabine Haenni, Cornell University, “The Mediterranean Port: 
Theorizing and Filming a Porous Modernity” 

In the early twentieth century, intellectuals and filmmakers 
were attracted to the Mediterranean port in order to theorize 
and reflect upon modernity. Drawing on the writings of 
German-Jewish intellectuals Walter Benjamin and Siegfried 
Kracauer (wrote on Marseille and Naples, and who would find 
themselves again in Marseille when attempting to flee fascist 
Europe), and the films of László Moholy-Nagy, Jean Epstein, and 
Alberto Cavalcanti (who all made films in Marseille), and on 
different critical traditions (especially the anthropology of port 
cities and the literature theorizing the relationship between 
cinema and modernity), I unpack how these thinkers and 
filmmakers developed an image of the Mediterranean port that 
focused on how objects and people “stranded” in the port 
interact among each other and with the modern port 
infrastructure, in the process revealing not only the dynamism 
and discontinuities of modernity, but what has been called a 
particularly Mediterranean, more porous modernity. 

 
Maria Soledad Fernandez Utrera, University of British Columbia, 
“Nostalgia de Toledo: Viridiana, una lectura liberal de la historia de 
España” 
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Tras años de silencio y referencias oblicuas, con Viridiana 
(1961), La vía láctea (1969) y Tristana (1972), Buñuel vuelve a 
reflexionar abiertamente sobre la identidad del ser español y 
sobre el pasado, el presente y el futuro de España: consigue 
narrar el trauma. Este giro temático del cine de Buñuel no es un 
hecho arbitrario ni aislado, sin embargo.  La necesidad de narrar 
el trauma coincide con el inicio de la publicación de las 
memorias de los exiliados, y su intento de explicar por qué se 
perdió la guerra.  Es el resultado también de la reanudación del 
contacto entre la oposición en el exilio y la oposición moderada 
en el interior de España (los hijos de los vencidos) a principios 
de los años sesenta  (Tussell Dictadura 137).   
Narrar el trauma implica para Buñuel reescribir la historia social 
de España en el siglo XX y enjuiciar el papel de la burguesía, 
involucrándose personalmente en esa reescritura reflexiva.  De 
ahí el carácter autobiográfico de su obra en estos años, el cual 
no ha pasado desapercibido a los críticos.  ¿Cómo contribuyó la 
burguesía al fracaso de la modernización social, económica y 
política de España (burguesía a la que el pertenece por 
nacimiento)?  Para dar una respuesta a este interrogante en 
Viridiana (y también en Tristana), Buñuel regresa a Toledo, 
como en los años veinte, aunque ahora imbuido de cierto 
sentimiento de nostalgia.  Pero la nostalgia en estas películas de 
Buñuel no es una reacción emocional y complaciente sino un 
instrumento de reflexión y autocrítica responsable. 

 
Lia Uribe, University of Arkansas, “In Search of New Repertoire: 
Moises Bertran Ventejo, Trio for Oboe, Bassoon and Piano 
Interpreted” 

Colombian art music has a history of cultural influences that 
include Spanish colonialism of the 16th century to independence 
movements and battles in the 19th century, African beliefs and 
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practices brought by the slaves in the 17th century until the 
abolition of slavery in 1851, large Native American civilizations 
that inhabited the territory before the arrival of Spaniards in 1492 
and more recent influences resulting from globalization and 
transculturation.   
 This paper will interpret a music work by Spanish living 
composer Moises Bertran Ventejo (b. 1968,) as an important 
addition to the double reed (oboe and bassoon) chamber music 
repertoire. Also, the natural link between Spanish and Colombian 
musical languages will be discussed through a brief parallel 
between Bertran Ventejo’s style and what some contemporary 
Colombian composers are doing in the same area.   
Contextual information comes from my own experience as a 
trained Colombian musician and Colombian native. Audio 
examples will be included in the presentation. 

 
 
1B. Mediterranean Worlds 
Chair: Geraldo U. de Sousa, Mediterranean Studies Association & 
University of Kansas 
 
Geraldo U. de Sousa, “‘Malgré tous les détours de sa vaste retraite’: 
Tragedy as Labyrinth in Racine’s Phèdre and Shakespeare’s Hamlet” 
[“‘Παρ’ όλες τις διακλαδώσεις της αχανούς κρύπτης του’: Η 
τραγωδία ως λαβύρινθος στη Φαίδρα του Ρακίνα και τον Άμλετ του 
Σέξπιρ”] 

The story of the Cretan labyrinth provides a powerful metaphor 
for lust, and images of the labyrinth pervade both 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet and Racine’s Phèdre.  These playwrights 
deploy the labyrinth as an architectural metaphor  to create a 
double-layered sense of reality, what Gaston Bachelard’s 
Poetics of Space would refer to as “a dialectic of inside and 
outside,”  from which there can be no escape or where one 
cannot find refuge. Phèdre finds herself trapped in a labyrinth 
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of incestuous desire for her stepson, Hippolyte; whereas 
Hamlet finds himself trapped in the labyrinth of his mother and 
uncle’s incestuous marriage.  Neither Hamlet nor Phèdre can 
find rest or escape. In the course of their tragic lives, they seek 
an escape but find only a network of blind passageways, turns, 
and detours.  A centripetal force pulls them toward the central 
chamber of the labyrinth, a chamber of horrors. Shakespeare 
and Racine, in different ways, place their central characters on 
the borders of the real and the unreal, and intertwine 
architecture and body in powerful tragedies of forbidden 
desire. 

 
John W. Head, University of Kansas, “Law, Agriculture, Climate 
Change and the Mediterranean:  Legal and Institutional Reforms to 
Save the Mediterranean Region from Ecological Collapse” 

The Mediterranean Basin faces severe ecological degradation.  
Climate change will exacerbate this crisis.  To address this 
problem – and notwithstanding the countless political, 
economic, and cultural differences that exist within the 
territory – the Mediterranean Basin should be the subject of a 
new supranational legal and institutional regime ensuring 
ecological restoration and agricultural reform, with sovereignty 
for these purposes resting not in each of the region’s roughly 
two dozen nation-states but rather in a novel supranational 
institution with legal personality and binding authority over 
existing national and subsidiary governmental agencies.  This 
new Mediterranean-based supranational institution will draw 
legal and historical inspiration from, inter alia, (1) the rise of the 
modern European nation-state (wresting power from the 
church), as evidenced by the Peace of Westphalia in the 17th 
century, and (2) the rise of such international organizations as 
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the UN and the Bretton Woods institutions in the mid-20th 
century (wresting power from their member nation-states). 

 
John Watkins, University of Minnesota, “The Tragedy of Interdynastic 
Marriage in Corneille’s Horace” 

The seventeenth-century witnessed a transformation in 
diplomacy.  In earlier centuries, marriage treaties between rival 
dynasties promised “perpetual peace.”  But with new military 
technologies and the bureaucratization of war, statesmen 
embraced the idea that war had become perennial.  Treaties 
still settled conflicts with marriages, but writers generally 
abandoned the idea that such marriages brought lasting peace.  
They turned instead to classical epics and histories portraying 
interdynastic marriages that ended tragically.   
 This paper examines one such work as a response to 
changing terms of state practice:  Corneille’s epic tragedy 
Horace.   In glossing diplomatic experience in a troubled 
present, Corneille turned to some of the earliest recorded 
negotiations between rival polities.  Drawing on Virgil and Livy, 
he focused his critique of current marriage diplomacy on the 
figure of the women sacrificed by their fathers’ belligerence. 

 
Sheila Cavanagh, Emory University, “‘Prison, my lord?’: Shakespeare’s 
Mediterranean World and the Incarcerated Actor” 

Shakespearean programs in prisons have proliferated in recent 
years both in the United States and abroad.  This talk will focus on 
the role of the Mediterranean world in such productions.  In 
particular, it will discuss Paolo and Vittorio Taviani’s Caesar Must 
Die (2012) and the San Quentin Prison Shakespeare Ensemble’s 
productions of Romeo and Juliet, Much Ado About Nothing, and 
Merchant of Venice.  The talk will discuss intersections between 
themes and venues, as well as correlations between the dramatic 
cruxes of these plays and the goals of Shakespearean Prison 
productions and study. 
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1C.  The Deadly Sins in the Arts and Literatures of the 
Mediterranean/Los Pecados Capitales en la Literatura y el Arte del 
Mediterráneo 
Chair: Dolores Juan-Moreno, University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
 
Eduardo Urios-Aparisi, University of Connecticut, “The Limits of the 
Human: Anger and Metaphor in Picasso/ Los límites de lo humano: Ira 
y metáfora en Picasso” 

I analize the representation of the sin of anger in the works of 
Picasso from an interdisciplinary point of view. During 1935-8, 
personal and historic situation lead Picasso to experience an 
emotional situation of anger and to explore artistic modes to 
deal with those emotions. Within the framework of Conceptual 
Metaphor Theory (Lakoff and Johnson 1980, Forceville and 
Urios-Aparisi 2009), I analyze the main metaphors of anger in 
Spanish (e.g. Barcelona 1989). This study shows how Picasso 
expresses his wife Olga’s anger against him and his own anger 
against her through poetry and painting. As I show, the concept 
of anger in Spanish is determined by socio-cultural conventions 
that emphasize the importance of individual and social control. 
Therefore, Picasso tends to depict anger as a behavior that 
belongs to the realm of the inhuman, the irrational and 
particularly associated to animal behaviors./ En esta 
presentación analizo la representación del pecado de la ira en l 
a obra de Picasso desde un punto de vista interdisciplinario. 
Durante 1935-8, las circunstancias personales e históricas llevan 
a Picasso a experimentar una situación emocional de ira y a 
explorar diversos modos artísticos para lidiar con esas 
emociones. Desde el marco de la teoría de la metáfora 
conceptual (Lakoff y Johnson 1980, Forceville y Urios-Aparisi 
2009), analizo las principales metáforas de la ira en español (v. 
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Barcelona 1989). Este análisis permite identificar cómo Picasso 
expresa la ira de su mujer Olga contra él y su propia ira contra 
su mujer a través de su poesía y pintura. Como demuestro, el 
concepto de ira en español está determinado por convenciones 
sociales que enfatizan la importancia del control individual y 
social. De este modo, se explica que Picasso prefiera mostrar la 
ira como un comportamiento que pertenece al ámbito de lo 
inhumano, lo irracional, sobre todo asociado con 
comportamientos animales. 

 
Nicholas Albanese, College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, 
Massachusetts, “The Sin of Womanhood in Corpo celeste by Alice 
Rorwacher / El pecado de ser mujer en Corpo celeste de Alice 
Rorwacher” 

In the directorial debut of Italian filmmaker Alice Rorwacher, 
entitled Corpo celeste (2011), an adolescent on the verge of 
becoming a woman confronts the institution of the local Church 
along with the cultural expectations of Reggio Calabria.  In this 
paper, I will focus on the contradictory social messages of 
womanhood and sin which the young protagonist faces, 
particularly in the context of the Church’s catechismal 
instruction for entrance into the spiritual body/community of 
Christ.  As she undergoes a physical transformation, she 
attempts to find the possibility of redemption in the morally 
decadent world that is caught between the sacred and the 
profane./ En el debut como directora de la cineasta italiana 
Alice Rorwacher, titulada Corpo Celeste (2011), una 
adolescente a punto de convertirse en mujer se enfrenta a la 
institución de la Iglesia y a las expectativas culturales de Reggio 
Calabria. En este artículo, me centraré en los mensajes sociales 
contradictorios de la feminidad y el pecado a los que la joven 
protagonista se enfrenta, especialmente en el contexto de la 
instrucción catequística de la Iglesia con respecto a la dicotomía  
cuerpo / comunidad espiritual con Cristo. Mientras se 
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experimenta una transformación física, ella intenta encontrar la 
posibilidad de redención en el mundo moralmente decadente 
que está atrapado entre lo sagrado y lo profano. 

 
Dolores Juan-Moreno, “A Finger in the Pie: Gluttony in 21st-Century 
Spanish Cinema and Poetry / Con las manos en la masa: la gula en la 
poesía y el cine españoles del siglo XXI” 

The main objective of this paper is to analyze the relationship 
between gluttony, poetry and films in the 21st century Spanish 
culture in order to demonstrate the similarities in the 
representation of food in both arts from a multidisciplinary 
perspective. The intimate relationship established with food, as 
pointed out by José Roberto Yasoshima in his article on the 
culinary representations in cinema, will be analyzed in its 
private and in its public dimension and the questions “What do 
we eat ?”, “Where do we eat?” “How do we eat?” and “With 
whom do weeat?” will be resolved to determine if the artistic 
and culinary proposal of Spanish filmmakers and poets 
responds to an original vision rooted in an Iberian tradition or if 
it specifically binds to the evolution of global trends in the 
treatment of gastronomy in art./ El objetivo principal de esta 
comunicación es analizar las relaciones entre gula, poesía y cine 
en la cultura española del siglo XXI a fin de demostrar las 
afinidades en la representación de la comida en un espacio 
multidisciplinar. La relación íntima que se establece con los 
alimentos, tal como apunta José Roberto Yasoshima en su 
artículo sobre las representaciones culinarias en el cine, será 
analizada en su ámbito privado y en su consecución pública y 
las preguntas ¿qué se come? ¿dónde se come? ¿cómo se come? 
y ¿con quién se come? pretenden resolverse en un contexto de 
estudio que determine asimismo si la propuesta artístico-
gastronómica de los cineastas y poetas españoles responde a 
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una visión original sustentada en una tradición específicamente 
ibérica o si se une al devenir de las tendencias globales en el 
tratamiento de lo culinario en el arte. 

 
 
María de Lourdes dos Anjos Marqués Pereira, Universitat de les Illes 
Balears (UIB), Palma, Balearic Islands, Spain, “If I wish it for tomorrow 
... why not do it today? / Si lo deseo para mañana, ¿por qué no 
hacerlo hoy?” 

Saudade is undoubtedly one of the most remarked Portuguese 
identity topics. Over the years, Saudade and Portuguese Culture 
have been transformed into an interesting pairing. The main goal of 
this essay is to turn the attention to a few 20th century Portuguese 
authors in order to reveal how the philosophy of Saudade was fed 
by sloth and procrastination. Beginning with a reading of Fernando 
Pessoa, this paper aims to discuss and to bring forth an update on 
the above mentioned relationship and to establish an approach 
between Saudade and the different representations of the deadly 
sins, thus allowing us to set some standards between the moral 
interpretation of reality and the "saudosista" myth . 
/ La saudade es, sin duda,  uno de los tópicos más destacados de la 
identidad portuguesa. A lo largo de los tiempos, Saudade y Cultura 
portuguesa se han transformado en un interesante binomio y lo 
que  aquí pretendemos abordar es  justamente si, revisitando 
algunos de los autores de la literatura portuguesa del siglo XX  la 
filosofía de la Saudade se ha alimentado de una tendencia hacia el 
acto de procrastinar. Partiendo de la magistral lección de Fernando 
Pessoa, nuestro objetivo es discutir y vislumbrar un enfoque 
actualizado de la relación que se pueda establecer entre Saudade y 
el pecado de la Pereza y que nos permita definir las líneas básicas 
entre el Pecado y el Mito Saudosista. 

 
 
1D.  Journeys across the Mediterranean 
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Chair: Giovanni Spani, College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, 
Massachusetts 
 
 
Giovanni Migliara, Escuela Oficial de Idiomas, Barcelona, “A 
Mediterranean Trip: Salvatores and Road Movies Italian Style” 

In this paper I would like to briefly analyze a few masterpieces 
of the Italian cinema of the last 20 years, all of which fall into 
the road-movie category. Starting from the award-winning 
director Gabriele Salvatores’ “Marrakesh Express”, to end up to 
the hilarious “Tre Uomini & una Gamba”, the surprising 
“Basilicata Coast to Coast” and the more recent blockbuster 
“Sole a Catinelle”, I would like to take into consideration these 
trip, the stories they represent, with their similarities and their 
differences, always with the Mediterranean landscape as a true 
character at the back. I will also more broadly take a look to a 
genre which traditionally hasn’t been very common or 
successful in Italy, despite some unforgettable predecessors like 
“Il sorpasso” with Vittorio Gassman, or “Bianco, Rosso e 
Verdone”, directed by and also starring Carlo Verdone. 

 
Francesco Pongiluppi, Sapienza University of Rome, “The Italian Press 
in the Eastern Mediterranean: The Case of Il Messagero di Rodi” 

In the early 20th century, the Kingdom of Italy focused on the 
implementation of its cultural and political role in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. This paper analyses one interesting example of 
cultural influence: the Italian magazine of Rhodes Island, Il 
Messaggero di Rodi, published from 1916 to 1945, under the 
Italian domination of the island. The magazine became the 
spokesman of a sad parable: its cosmopolitan character, main 
strength of the magazine, suffered a sharp setback during the 
terrible anti-Semitic propaganda, starting with the enactment 
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of the racial laws in Italy. Il Messaggero di Rodi is valuable 
source of evidence of the impact that Italian politics had on the 
Eastern Mediterranean, and especially on all those different 
people and religions belonging to it. Besides Il Messaggero di 
Rodi, other sources of this work are the documents from the 
Historical Archives of the Carabinieri, together with a 
bibliography in Italian, English, Turkish and French. 

 
Simona Wright, The College of New Jersey, “Crossing Borders, 
Crossing Lives: Bodies in Transit” 

This paper will analyze the films and documentaries made in 
the last few years by immigrants in Italy. In the works of 
Dagmawi Yimer, Andrea Segre, and many others, the topic of 
the journey is linked to the body in its material and spiritual 
dimension. The exploration conducted in this essay will center 
on how these directors have chosen to narrate the stories of 
immigration through the bodies and the voices of the 
protagonists. The theoretical background for this examination 
will be framed by the works of Simone Weil, Luce Irigaray, and 
Judith Butler. 

 
Patricia Zupan, Middleberry College, “‘Tagliare i panni addosso’: 
Fashion and the Shaping of Character in Elena Ferrante’s L’amica 
geniale (My Brilliant Friend, 2011)” 

Odericus’s 1215 Ordo of Palm Sunday for Siena’s Duomo is the 
first known association of the city with a New or Second 
Jerusalem, itself a commonplace of Italian medieval communal 
cities intent on establishing their temporal and spiritual prestige, 
power, and autonomy. Funded by the Sienese commune, in the 
Trecento the Lorenzetti brothers fully exploit the civic potential of 
this association in   in sacred narratives, set in the Holy Land, and 
in secular Italianate scenes, both of which represent idealized 
architecture and cityscapes either generally or clearly identifiable 
with Siena itself. While this Trecento mode of establishing the 
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Sienese Commune’s urban identity and consciousness is widely 
studied,  earlier  Duecento modes of visually representing as 
Siena as a New Jerusalem are less well-understood under this 
rubric. In analyzing what I believe are more rudimentary versions 
of this representational mode, I will present and analyze city 
seals, manuscript illumination, fresco, and panel art, to explore  if  
and  how  this association in visual culture develops in tandem 
with Duecento Siena’s communal history and ambitions. 

 
Thursday 11:15 – 1:15 
 
2A.  Ancient Mediterranean I 
Chair: Susan O. Shapiro, Utah State University & Mediterranean Studies 
Association 
 
Yosef Z. Liebersohn, Bar-Ilan University, Israel, “Crito’s Character in 
Plato’s Crito” 

In this article I shall demonstrate how Crito's character is the 
key to solving some of the main problems raised by the 
secondary literature on Plato's Crito, among other things 
resulting in a new interpretation of the infamous Laws' speech. 
Crito is generally viewed either as utterly non-philosophical or 
as an ordinary Athenian gentleman; I shall argue that Crito is 
actually a complicated character embracing a double criterion 
for right behavior - the popular and the philosophical. This I call 
"the 'then' and 'now' character": in ordinary circumstances 
(“then”), Crito has been a good follower of Socrates and his 
philosophy, but when circumstances are changed (“now” - he is 
about to lose a good friend and his own reputation among the 
Many), Crito forsakes his philosophical criterion of right 
behavior and succumbs to his popular criterion. Socrates 
attempts to return him to the philosophical criterion which 
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although abandoned has not altogether disappeared. The Laws' 
speech is Socrates’ main attempt. 

 
Susan O. Shapiro, “The Seven Sages as Advisors in Herodotus’ 
Histories” 

The Seven Sages of ancient Greece were known for their 
proverbs that expressed the ideal of sophrosyne, a combination 
of self-knowledge, self-restraint and the acceptance of limit.  Six 
of these Sages appear as characters in Herodotus' Histories.  All 
of them give practical advice, often accompanied by proverbs.  I 
argue that our understanding of Herodotus' text is enhanced 
when their advice is considered within the context of the 
tradition of the Seven Sages.   
 The Sages give advice in eleven passages in the 
Histories.  In nine of these passages, Herodotus shows them 
advocating self-knowledge and restraint, thus showing that 
wise advice follows sophrosyne, just as the famous Sages did.  
But in two passages Herodotus depicts one of the Sages 
advising his son to value wealth and power above everything 
else.  Herodotus intends to question the wisdom of this advice 
and the inclusion of this man within the canon of the Seven 
Sages. 

 
Stephen Nimis, American University in Cairo, “Ancient Friendship in 
Context: Imperial Greek Literature and Philosophy” 

The concept of friendship was the subject of numerous 
philosophical essays in antiquity that focused on its role in 
achieving virtue, emphasizing, for example the quality of 
frankness (parhhesia) between friends and the value of self-
disclosure in achieving virture. David Konstan’s careful survey of 
the key texts has shown that the classical idea of a friend was 
not simply a matter of misrecognized political and economic 
exchange, as it has often been taken to be, but generally 
included the idea of an emotional attachment as well.  This 
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idea, close to our own modern idea of a friend, situates the 
noun philos, a friend, between family members, on the one 
hand, and on the other hand, various associations of trust that 
were more simply a matter of convenience or utility.  Konstan 
also notes that the terminology for friendship was modified by 
different cultural contexts, often to be redeployed and 
appropriated for specific purposes. My contribution will look at 
the way friendship is inflected in Greek imperial literature, 
focusing especially on "novelistic" literature, where the 
philosophical language becomes resituated within an erotic 
narrative.  The texts selected will include Petrarch's Amatorius,  
Luciann's Dialogues of the Courtesans, and Chariton's Chaereas 
and Callirhoe. 

 
Mantzanas Michail, Ecclesiastical Academy of Athens, “The 
Eschatological Problem in Gregory of Nyssa” 

The eschatological problem in Gregory of Nyssa is closely related 
to the issue of the Second Coming, the existence of paradise and 
hell, as well as the issue of restoration (apokatastasis).  As 
Gregory of Nyssa professed, the free choices and selected options 
of humans will be judged, evil will be condemned and the power 
of man’s deification will be restored through the Second Coming. 
The passive dynamic dimension of paradise is identified with 
man’s attitude towards righteousness, while the dynamic 
dimension of it is associated with man’s deification. Hell, on the 
other hand, is identified with the feeling of sinfulness of man. The 
restoration theory of Gregory of Nyssa is perceived as a vow and 
an exhortation, as well as the final path leading to virtue and 
God’s love. 

 
 
2B.  Shakespeare’s Worlds 
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Chair: Gaywyn Moore, Missouri Western State University 
 
Gaywyn Moore, “Too many Queens in Pedro Calderón de la Barca’s 
La Cisma de Inglaterra” 

Calderon de la Barca’s La Cisma de Inglaterra puts Henry VIII’s 
first three wives—and his daughter Mary—on stage together. 
At one point, they even share the same scene. Through the 
overabundance of wives, we can read what had become the 
common criticism of Henry’s reign in the seventeenth century 
(even in England): Henry had too many wives. The King’s 
household, writ small in servant, fool, foreign emissary, and far 
too many queens’ bodies, offers a public and political image, 
not of serial monogamy, but of polygamy. Performing and 
presenting multiple queen’s bodies challenges both the 
legitimacy of queenship and marriage, ultimately suggesting 
that Henry’s liberal affections erode the power—and sanctity—
of the throne and reveal the hypocrisy of conscience. 

 
David M. Bergeron, University of Kansas, “Shakespeare’s Woods 
Outside of Athens” 

I will focus on two of Shakespeare’s plays that contain woods 
outside of Athens:  A Midsummer Night’s Dream (an early 
comedy) and Timon of Athens (a late tragedy).  I will examine 
the similarities of these woods and their differences, which 
largely correspond to their respective genres. Beyond the city’s 
walls places of otherness and strangeness exist.  The journey to 
the woods typically in comedies leads to beneficial 
transformation.  I complicate matters by including Timon, a 
strange and puzzling play.  Demetrius in Dream says that he is 
“wood within this wood.”  He implies the meaning of “wood” to 
imply “frantic, mad, lunatic.” I explore what kind of  “madness” 
prevails in the woods in both plays.  In Dream the madness is 
transient and also transformative, as the characters return to 
Athens changed persons, basking in love’s triumph.  In Timon 
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madness appears as a permanent state, and Timon does not 
return to Athens.  The same woods outside of Athens thus 
produce radically different results. 

 
 
 
 
Richard Raspa, Wayne State University, “Space, Time, and Nature in 
Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra” 

“Egotist, n. A person of low taste, more interested in himself 
than in me.”  
― Ambrose Bierce, The Unabridged Devil's Dictionary 
Taste is the flavor of things on the tongue. Sweet, sour, salty, 
bitter. It is physiological. It accompanies the fundamental 
process for sustaining life—eating.  Mandarin soup--sweet and 
sour; prosciutto and melon-- sweet and salty; gummy bears—
sweet. Taste as a biological experience opens immediately onto 
taste in its symbolic forms.  Having good taste in what is 
beautiful art, design, work, leisure, relationship—a beautiful 
life—is cultural capital, and can gain for us admittance into 
societies of choice. Having bad taste can exclude us from 
membership in those groups. Taste is the act of discernment: I 
like you, or I don’t like you, I like it, I hate it—are expressed all 
day long before, during, and after action. It is the language we 
live in and propels our directions in life. Taste has also worked 
itself into proverbial lore as a way of describing the nature of an 
experience,  A disappointing experience can leave us with a 
bitter taste in our mouths. We are cautioned in the Book of 
Proverbs: “Bread of deceit is sweet to a man; but afterwards his 
mouth shall be filled with gravel” (12:17). 
 French philosopher Pierre Bourdieu says:  “Taste is the 
basis of all that one has - people and things - and all that one is 
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for others, whereby one classifies oneself and is classified by 
others. Tastes ... are the practical affirmation of an inevitable 
difference” (Bourdieu 1984: 56).   
 My intention in this paper is to explore how Bourdieu’s 
concept of taste illuminates the ways Antony and Cleopatra see 
the world and choose to be around each other and the societies 
that enfold or reject them. 

 
2C.  Comparative Studies I 
Chair: Berna Bridge, Izmir Institute of Technology, Turkey 
 
Paul Sant Cassia, University of Malta, “Crypto-Faiths, Matrimonial 
Strategies and the Circulation of Women in the Eastern 
Mediterranean” 

Crypto-faiths in the historical Eastern Mediterranean have 
always been problematical for both historians and 
anthropologists. Were they a genuine case of the concealment 
of religious beliefs (e.g. Christianity) across generations, or a 
case of interested, utilitarian fabrication of minority religious 
faiths at strategic times? If they were the former how could 
they have survived across time; if they were the latter can 
religious beliefs be reduced to a mere epiphenomenon of the 
jockeying for privilege? This paper attempts to chart a 
resolution through these opposed interpretations and offer an 
alternative explanation that can provide an explanation of the 
transmission of minority religious beliefs and at the same time 
their actual misrecognition by the practitioners of such beliefs, 
until a specific historical combination of internal and external 
factors brings about a redefinition of the identity of the groups 
involved. It suggests that such a phenomenon can be 
understood by reference to a specific pattern of intra-group 
matrimonial exchanges between converted/apostasized Muslim 
men and their female Christian ex-close-kin (“mixed marriages”) 
– spouses prohibited to them under Christian exogamous 



 

 

20 

Canonical Law but permitted under more endogamically-
oriented Koranic Law - such that the children of such unions 
constituted a distinct, closed, endogamous, self-sustaining   
matrimonial pool with mixed, gender-specific,  religious beliefs. 

 
 
 
Michael T. Smith, University of Delaware, “Utilizing Al-Azmeh’s 
‘Islams’: A Comparison of Cyprus and Turkey” 

Following on Aziz Al-Azmeh’s call to consider the possibility of 
multiple, interacting “Islams” and “modernities,” this paper 
seeks to utilize previous work on the history of Islam in Cyprus 
and Turkey in order to explore more constructive approaches 
towards the study of the connections between Islam, political 
development and modernity.  While the major differences in 
the relationship between Islam and politics as each place 
approached their respective ‘modernities’ are considered and 
elaborated in turn, the paper seeks to hold up as normatively 
desirable historical and political analyses which are open to, 
and supportive of, considering Islam not as one monolithic 
factor in political development, but rather as a contingent 
factor which interacts with particular political histories in 
varying and highly contrasting ways.  Ultimately, the paper 
serves as a call for additional research on, and comparisons of, 
the co-development of Islam and political modernity in 
particular contexts, especially those in Eastern Mediterranean - 
formerly Ottoman - territories.   

 
Iman A. Hamdy, American University in Cairo, “Religious Groups and 
the State in Egypt and Israel: A Love-Hate Relationship” 

When the Egyptian army announced the ousting of President 
Morsy on July 3, 2013, following the massive anti-Muslim 
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Brotherhood demonstrations of June 30, the fundamentalist 
Salafi movement announced its approval of the roadmap for re-
instituting Egypt’s political institutions. Responding to criticisms 
and accusations of supporting the coup and betraying the 
Muslim brotherhood, the deputy leader of the Salafi movement 
responded by saying that they did so to save the “Islamist 
project”. The same justification was given by the movement for 
participating in the Committee of 50 assigned with the 
redrafting of Egypt’s constitution in 2013.  This attitude of the 
Salafi movement seems similar to the attitude taken by Agudat 
Yisrael, the ultra othorodox, non-Zionist party toward the state 
of Israel. The party granted the state de facto recognition to 
prevent the fall of the Holy Land in the hands of the secularists.   
This paper seeks to compare the dialectical relationship 
between the state and orthodox religious groups in Egypt and 
Israel, focusing on The Salafi movement and the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Egypt and Agudat Yisrael and Shas in Israel. It 
will investigate the attitude of the Islamist and Jewish groups to 
their respective states and how they seek to use the state for 
furthering their “religious agenda”, and how the state—on its 
part—is using these groups to enhance its legitimacy, to see if 
there are indeed similarities between the two cases.   

 
2D.  Religious Currents in Mediterranean Setting: The Case of 
Christian Egypt [Θρησκευτικά ρεύματα στη Μεσόγειο – η περίπτωση 
της χριστιανικής Αιγύπτου] 
Chair: Dimitrios Moschos, School of Theology, National & 
Kapodistrian University of Athens 
 
Dimitrios Moschos, “Christian Egypt in a Mediterranean Background 
during Late Antiquity” 
 

The emergence of a Christian Egypt affected so much the rest of 
the Christians that important aspects of Christian life were 



 

 

22 

transplanted in the broader Greco-Roman Christianitas such as 
art (the evolution of icon painting), monasticism, theology etc. 
However, the means of this process relate directly to the 
Mediterranean system of social networks, sea routes, political 
ties and the like. One thinks of the tense relations between the 
bishoprics of Constantinople and Alexandria partly because of 
the control of the grain supply exercised by the latter upon the 
former. Other aspects, though, are equally interesting, such as 
the proliferation of the cult of Egyptian saints, forms of 
monastic asceticism etc. This paper will try to explore these 
aspects and to substantiate the assumption that the 
fragmentation of the common Christian “Oecumene” between 
Chalcedonians and Non-Chalcedonians was the effect of the 
break of the commercial, political and cultural unity in the 
whole Mediterranean world in the 7th century with the 
advance of Arab Islam and not vice versa as is often argued. 

 
Nikolaos Kouremenos, National & Kapodistrian University of Athens, 
“Paganism and Christianity in Late Antiquity Egypt: How ‘Progressive’ 
Was the Christianization of Pharaoh’s Land?” 

While the study about the origins of Christianity in Egypt is 
remaining a difficult and problematic task by reason of the 
silence of relative sources, it has been suggested in the past 
that the new religion has been expanded form Alexandria to the 
Egyptian countryside in a rapid and solid way. Literal sources as 
well as archeological and papyrological evidence it is supposed 
to verify a quick conversion of the inhabitants of the Nile Valley 
to the new faith in Christ. Although these approaches are not 
untruthful, it could be possible that one shall be conducted in a 
quite different conclusion by an alternative interpretation of 
the disposing material on this subject. Some particular attitudes 
such as destructions of pagan temples and iconoclastic acts 
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have been interpreted as victory of Christianity over Egyptian 
heathenism, while at the same time they could be seen as 
evidence of a considerable survival of pagan cults and ancient 
Egyptian beliefs among the inhabitants of the Land of Pharaohs. 
Purpose of this paper is to study the resistance of pagan 
practices and beliefs as they have been particularly depicted 
within the Christian literature and reexamine the «classic» 
argument about the progressive Christianization of Egypt. 

 
 
Alexia-Irene Chatzi, School of Theology, National & Kapodistrian 
University of Athens, “Differentiations between Egyptian and Syrian 
Monasticism: The Ascetic Virtue of Amerimnia (Freedom from 
Anxiety)” 

The theological foundation of “amerimnia” is based on Jesus 
Christ’s life and preaching. In his Sermon on the Mount, Christ 
himself developed the relevant teaching (Mat. 6. 25-34, also 
refer to Luke 12. 22-34), which would become a component of 
the ascetic ideal. In this context, when using the term 
“amerimnia” we refer to the monks’ liberation from the 
temporal concerns, which maintain their ties with the world. 
Concerns in the context of civilization, i.e. the “world” as it is 
called in the relevant patristic and ascetic sources, include of 
course attachment to material goods; distractions of married 
life; and needs that arise from necessary interaction with 
people. 
 In this way, in the ascetic literature, the realization of 
“amerimnia” has various applications. The most important of 
them revolve around a) Man’s detachment from temporal 
concerns. b) Renunciation of marriage, as monks select a single 
mode type of life (monotropos) and are therefore left 
undistracted to apply themselves wholly to the service of God. 
c) Poverty, in the sense of non-possessiveness, remains the 
monks’ dedication to Jesus Christ’s prescript for an undistracted 
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life. d) The parameter of “xeniteia” (exile) which is defined in 
the ascetical work “Κλίμακα” (“Divine Ladder”) of 7th c., as an 
irrevocable renunciation of everything in one’s familiar 
surroundings that hinders one from attainting the ideal of 
holiness…Exile is a separation from everything, in order that 
one may hold on totally to God .  
 This thesis will also examine the historical facets of how 
the aforementioned parameters were realized in the Syrian and 
Egyptian monasticism, as the following phenomenon is being 
observed: While in Egyptian monasticism, the ascetic 
parameters are interpreted spiritually, for the Syrian monks, 
practicing “amerimnia” is accomplished almost literally or at 
least with jubilant familiarization, during the protomonastic 
period. Even though this difference is pointed out by various 
researchers, like Vööbus for instance, it acquires different 
interpretations that have been the concern of research on the 
whole. Our perspective reflects the interaction between Syrian 
and Egyptian background both being put into a Mediterranean 
context. 

   
 
Dimitrios Athanasiou, School of Theology, National & Kapodistrian 
University of Athens, «Η ασκητική μορφή του Ματθαίου του Πτωχού 
(1919-2006) και η αναζωογονητική επίδραση του Μεσογειακού 
Πολιτισμού στη σύγχρονη Κοπτική Εκκλησία» [The Ascetic 
Personality of Matta el-Meskeen (1919-2006) and the Rejuvenating 
Influence of the Mediterranean Cultural Ties upon Contemporary 
Coptic Church] 

Matta el-Meskeen has been one of the leading thinkers of 
modern Coptic intellectuals, lecturer and founder of the reform 
movement of the Coptic Church in the 20th century. Ηis 
significance for Coptic Church has to do with the restoration of 
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the patristic thought in theological foreground and the wider 
renewal of Coptic theology in all its aspects. Since his childhood 
he showed a call to monasticism, which was followed some 
years later by him, when he became a hermit to the top 
monasteries of Upper Egypt. Most years of his life he was 
devoted to learning and the monastic training. Unfortunately, 
these days, his position in the Coptic Church is not completely 
recipient; however, this man was a devotee of Coptic heritage. 
His work consist today part of cultural and theological heritage 
of the Coptic Church. 
 The reform movements initiated by Matta el-Meskeen, 
were developed due to a wider influence exercised by the 
Mediterranean geographical and cultural space. We can locate 
two centers of this influence. The first one concerns the Greek 
culture and the second one concerns the Arab culture. Matta 
el-Meskeen took the first stimulus of the theological revival 
from the religious reform movement in Lebanon, which is called 
movement of Orthodox Youth, with main representatives 
Metropolitan of Mount Lebanon, George Khodr, Albert Laham 
(1924-2013), Gabriel Saadeh (1922-1997) etc. So this 
movement gave the first impetus to the Coptic hermit to form a 
refreshing atmosphere in theology and spirituality. 
 Furthermore, influence was exercised by the Greek-
speaking world since Matta el-Meskeen was fan of Greek 
culture and student of Greek language. The knowledge of Greek 
language was for him, the access to a great amount of patristic, 
liturgical and biblical literature from the original. The 
connection of this innovative religious personality of the Coptic 
Church with two important cultural homelands of 
Mediterranean reflects the significance of cultural and religious 
ties within this space. 

 
 
Thursday 2:30 – 4:30 
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3A.  Greek Revival under Catherine the Great of Russia I  
Chair: Vaios Vaiopoulos, Ionian University (Ιόνιο Πανεπιστήμιο) & 
Mediterranean Studies Association 
Commentator: Helena Angelomatis-Tsougarakis, Ionian University 
(Ιόνιο Πανεπιστήμιο) 
 
Sophia Papaioannou, National & Kapodistrian University of Athens, 
“Russian Imperialistic Politics, the Ideology of the Green 
Enlightenment, and Eugenios Voulgaris’ Motivation behind the First 
Greek Translations of Vergil” 

Evgenios Voulgaris was perhaps the strongest ring in the chain 
that linked Cathenrine’s Russia and the occupied Greek world of 
the Balkans in the 18th century. Marginalized by the official 
Greek orthodox establishment of the Constantinople 
Patriarchate and the powerful Phanariotes Community, 
Voulgaris found in Catherine the strong political patron he 
needed to advance his cause for the liberation of Greece. In 
turn, he served Catherine in a variety of roles, from taking over 
the education of her grandsons, serving as chief librarian of the 
library at St. Petersburg, and not least maintaining strong her 
relations with the Russian Orthodox Church. During his 40+year 
stay in Russia Voulgaris undertook a variety of intellectual tasks, 
including the composition of set of translations of Latin texts, 
including Vergil’s Georgics and the Aeneid, in Greek. The 
initiative was peculiar and unique in the language for the 
translation employed and the utilitarian purpose it allegedly 
served. The present paper addresses some of the basic aspect 
of the ideology enveloping Voulgaris’ Vergilian translations. 

 
Zara M. Torlone, Miami University, “‘Greek Project’ of Catherine the 
Great and the First Russian Translation of the Aeneid” 
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After Catherine II succeeded to the throne of Russia in 1762, 
she launched the so called “Greek Project” that was supposed 
to display Russia’s rising power and importance on political and 
cultural map of Europe. According to that project Russia would 
become not only the liberator of the Second Rome, 
Constantinople, and thus the leader of the revived Christian 
world, but it will also establish itself as heir to classical Greece. 
Then instead of being Europe’s disciple, Russia would become if 
not its superior then at least it’s equal. 
 Vasilii Petrov, the court poet and the ‘pocket translator’ 
of Catherine undertook the first Russian translation of the 
Aeneid as a part of that Greek Project. In this translation using 
the character of Dido he made explicit allusions to Catherine as 
dux femina facti. The Aeneid became a tool of Catherine’s 
ideology to cast herself as an enlightened European monarch. 

 
Anna Mastrogianni, Democritus University of Thrace, “Eugenios 
Voulgaris at Catherine’s Court” 

Eugene Voulgaris (1716-1806), a prominent representative of the 
Greek Neo-Hellenic Enlightenment, composed his  Athyrmation 
Cycle, a collection of 181 epigrams, in the last years of his life, in 
the court of Catherine II. In his Cycle, Voulgaris included 15 Latin 
epigrams, which have received limited scholalry attention. Of 
these epigrams 7 were his own and 8 copied from several Latin 
authors. The aim of this paper is to offer a philological analysis of 
Voulgaris’ epigrams, placing them in their proper historical and 
literary context. In particular, the paper will a) examine their 
content and style b) identify their diverse body of sources 
(ranging from Ovid to John Owen), and c) analyse Voulgaris’ aims 
in writing them, highlighting some salient themes such as hostility 
to the Papacy and praise of the Russian empire. It is thus hoped 
that this study will contribute to an understanding of Voulgaris’ 
Latinitas. 
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3B.  The Effects of Cultural Variations on Regional Politics and Policy 
in the Mediterranean 
Chair: John Pierce, University of Kansas, & Annie Tubadji, University 
of the Aegean 
Francesco Pastore, Seconda Università di Napoli, & Simona Tenaglia, 
ISFOL, Rome, “Ora et non labora? A Test of the Impact of Religion on 
Female Labor Supply” 

This paper examines the influence of religion on female 
participation to the labor market using data relative to women 
from forty-seven European countries drawn from the European 
Values Study (EVS). We investigate the determinants of the 
probability of being employed rather than jobless. The results 
show that women belonging to the Orthodox and, even more, 
Muslim denominations present a higher risk of non-
employment than the agnostics, while being a Protestant 
increases the probability for a woman to be employed. 
Although its intensity is slightly weakening, the association 
between religious affiliation and female labor supply is robust 
to different sets of controls for individual and household 
heterogeneity as well as for welfare state regimes and country 
specificities. Once disentangling religiously active and non-
active women, we find that there are small differences between 
them in the case of the Orthodox and Muslim women, while 
active Catholic women tend to work less and non-active 
Protestant women tend to work more than average. 

 
Annie Tubadji, University of the Aegean, & Peter Nijkamp, VU 
University, Amsterdam, “Impact of Intangible Cultural Capital on 
Regional Economic Development: A Study on Culture-Based 
Development in Greece” 

This paper seeks to find empirical evidence about the impact of 
local living culture on regional development measured by 
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productivity per worker in Greece during the period 2000–
2009. The main aim of the paper is to explore the nature and 
consequences of intangible cultural factors in space, thus 
seeking to identify and to address the genuine - non-trivial and 
in a sense ‘structural’ - problems of regional development in the 
country. To pursue this study empirically, we employ basic 
economic and social indicators from two main sources: the 
EUROSTAT Regional Database and the European Social Survey 
(ESS). Employing a three - stage least - squares (3SLS) model 
both for a normal and a pooled cross-sectional dataset, we find 
that local cultural factors play an important role in the dynamic 
process of the emerging spatial disparities in economic 
development over time and space in the country. It seems 
therefore, plausible that any anticipated socio-economic policy 
intervention in the country should account for this relationship. 

 
John Pierce, University of Kansas, and Nicholas P. Lovrich, Jr, 
Washington State University, “Social Capital and Sustainability in 
Italy’s Regions: Evidence of Enduring Historical Effects?” 

Robert Putnam’s seminal work, Making Democracy Work (1993), 
has contributed greatly to our understanding of the historical and 
cultural forces producing variations in a broad range of political 
patterns, social outcomes and community, regional and national 
attributes.  In particular, Putnam identified the long-term “path 
dependent” sources of differences in social capital in Italy’s 
regions as an explanation of their variations in success at 
“overcoming dilemmas of collection action” (167).  Putnam 
defined social capital as “…features of social organization, such as 
trust, norms and networks, that can improve the efficiency of 
society by facilitating coordinated actions” (167; See also, 
Coleman, 1990).  Indeed, as Putnam argues, “trust is an essential 
component of social capital” (170).  Putnam concludes in this 
regard that: “This is one lesson gleaned from our research: Social 
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Context and history profoundly condition the effectiveness of 
institutions” (italics his)(182). 

          Sustainability, in its three principal dimensions of 
environmental protection, social equity, and economic vitality 
(see Brundtland Commission, 1987), is one of the most dominant 
concerns of contemporary political institutions.  Social capital has 
been widely considered as a force underlying sustainability 
efforts, given the public goods character of sustainability and the 
coordinated nature of public actions facilitated by social capital 
(Edwards and Onyx, 2007; Budd et al., 2008; Pierce et al., 2011; 
Pierce et al., 2014).  Moreover, the sociological benefits of 
community-level social capital are said to have long-term effects 
attributable to a deeply rooted “virtuous cycle” of social system 
feedback processes [e.g., trust placed, trustworthiness 
demonstrated, trust reinforced, favors reciprocated] (Coleman, 
1990; Ostrom, 1999; Putnam, 1993, 2000).  The rich literature 
arising from the work of Putnam and Ostrom in the area of 
collective action for public interest outcomes suggests that the 
social and cultural patterns set in place in both recent and more 
distant history may shape contemporary policy initiatives such as 
those associated with sustainability. 

          This paper investigates whether long-term social capital arising 
from historical legacy and short-term social capital as measured 
by trust-based beliefs held by contemporary citizens have effects 
on the level of sustainability-promoting policies, variations in 
OECD indicators of well-being at the regional level, and relative 
investment in wind and solar power production.  The long-term 
character of social capital is derived from the data employed in 
Putnam’s initial work on Italy, which Robert Putnam has 
graciously shared with the authors.  The contemporary indicators 
of social capital are derived from data provided by I.stat, primarily 
in the form of citizen survey-based data on expressions of 
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generalized and particularized social and political trust 
aggregated at the level of Italian regions.  The indicators of 
commitment to sustainability are obtained from both the 
composite sustainability score developed and published by Floridi 
et al. (2011) based on the EU Sustainability Development 
Strategy, the regional well-being measures are derived from data 
published by the OECD, and the I.stat data bank includes the 
extent of use of different renewable energy sources (hydro, solar, 
wind, biofuel) as well as the presence of environmental 
amenities.  The analysis identifies the empirical relationships 
among the historic and the contemporary measures of social 
capital, and documents their connection to contemporary Italian 
regional sustainability indicators, including well-being. And 
reneweable energy investment.  The results suggest that 
historical and contemporary social capital levels at the regional 
level are strongly linked, that they are strongly related to 
indicators of sustainability and well-being, but not to the relative 
level of renewable energy development.  We attribute the latter 
pattern to the structure of incentives provided for solar and wind 
power development which disproportionately benefits lower 
social capital regions. 

 
3C.  Mediterranean Diversity in Time and Space  
Chair: Jee Yeon Jang, Busan University of Foreign Studies, Busan, 
Korea 
 
Sebastian Mueller, Institute of Mediterranean Studies, Busan 
University of Foreign Studies, Busan, Korea, “The Order of Things: On 
the Placement of Burial Goods in the Dark Age Cemeteries of 
Xeropolis/Lefkandi, Euboea” 

The so-called Dark Age in the Aegean area is a time of social 
upheaval. A deeper understanding of that period is crucial for 
our knowledge on several aspects of early Greek culture such as 
the great colonization or the formation of the polis. The burials 



 

 

32 

from the cemeteries close to the ancient settlement known as 
Xeropolis at Lefkandi belong to the most important sources of 
that time from Central Greece. The exemplary documentation 
and publication of the archaeological features from the 
cemeteries allow not only examinations in terms of artifact 
distribution and combination but also of the placement of 
burial goods within the graves. The presentation will investigate 
which information on the mortuary ritual but also on the social 
structure of the Dark Age community at Xeropolis can be 
ascertained by the observation of the location of artifacts and 
their mode of placement within the grave context.     

 
Jee Yeon Jang, Busan University of Foreign Studies, Busan, Korea, 
“Medieval Latin Parsing Grammars “ 

Latin education at school has a long history in the west 
spanning over two thousand years, from the ancient to the 
modern period. The need for learning the Latin language 
differed from period to period, and different periods produced 
distinct types of grammar books of their own, although they 
faithfully adhered to the basics of Latin grammars and teaching 
methods established in Antiquity. This paper aims to explore 
how the rudimentary teaching of the Latin language was 
conducted in classrooms in those two periods by analyzing a 
few Latin grammar books written in question and answer 
format. Particular focus will be given to the Latin parsing 
grammars of the early Middle Ages. The medieval parsing 
grammars draw our attention in that they use the traditional 
contents and forms of ancient Latin grammars, yet in such a 
quite innovative way as to create a peculiar type of grammatical 
education. Apart from this kind of technical innovation, the 
early medieval parsing grammar is also a good indicator of the 
impact of the dialectical notions on the grammatical discourse 



33 

in the ninth to the twelfth centuries. The grammatical texts to 
be discussed in the papers are Donatus’ Ars Minor, Priscianus’ 
Partitiones, Alcuin’s Dialogus Franconis et Saxonis de Octo 
Partibus Orationis and several medieval parsing grammars from 
the early medieval period. 

 
Jayoung Che, Institute of Mediterranean Studies, Busan University of 
Foreign Studies, Busan, Korea, “Discord among Jesuits, Orthodox, 
Venetians, Protestants in Constantinople from the 16th to the First 
Half of the 17th Centuries” 
 

The missionary work of the Company of Jesuits towards the 
Eastern Mediterranean could not be defined as a pure love of 
mankind and a self-sacrificing spirit exclusively from the point 
of religion. They accommodated themselves more or less to 
worldly powers, being subsidized economically by Roman Popes 
and French kings. The situations are proved from the fact that 
the feuds between the Jesuits and the Venetians, and between 
the Catholics of the Vatican, French and the Company of Jesuits 
on the one hand, and the Protestants of England and Holland 
on the other, were due for the most part to the conflict for 
usurping worldly initiatives, exploiting military power. 
 The foundation of the Company of Jesuits and its 
succeeding transition reflect the environments of contemporary 
European society after the 16th century. Created as a son of the 
age, the Jesuits as the ‘Societas (Company),’ which referred to 
the designation of military union, stood in the vanguard of 
militaristic missionary work for in interest of the Catholics of 
Western Europe, instead of striving for the peace of genuine 
spirit of Christianity. And, practicing absolutely ‘obedience like a 
copse’, the private liberty of faith which had been principally 
endorsed by the creed resulted in missing. Furthermore, they 
tended to ignore diversity and enforce unilaterally their own 
religious belief not only to themselves but to others.  
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 The missionary work of the Jesuits, while it persisted 
tenaciously in the hardships of the 16th and 17th centuries, 
declined in the 18th century. The Vatican and the French kings 
themselves who supported the Jesuits were not much 
interested in them. In 1762 after the death of Louis XIV (1638-
1715), the French congress prohibited the Company of Jesuits. 
In succession, in July 21, 1773, Roman Pope Clemence XIV 
interdicted the Jesuits by issuing the circular, 'Dominus ac 
Redemptor'. On the other hand, the Orthodox Church also 
restricted generally the activities of Latin priests. 
 The decline of the Jesuits was, it can be said, mostly due 
to the transition of the political and military structure of 
European countries. Pushing ahead propaganda, the Catholic 
Church as well as each sect of monks, even if seeking after 
hegemony, still followed the traditional decentralization in the 
structure of power. Especially the Jesuits among them had a 
stronger tendency of cohesion, and were more closely related 
to the political and military power of worldly interest.  
 On the other hand, not only the merchants of Venice 
but the Protestants of Holland and England advanced to the 
Eastern Mediterranean in the phase of dispersed, decentralized 
system of power, and did not have yet any unified political 
power or organized military which could embody intensive 
aggression. However, with the advance of modern state based 
on the more or less centralized political and organized military 
power, the independent operations of various medieval 
religious groups, cities, and the merchants gradually came to an 
end. Accordingly the Company of Jesuits also declined to lose its 
independent initiatives. 
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Sujung Kim, Busan University of Foreign Studies, Busan, Korea, “A 
Comparative Study of the Miniature Art of Ottoman Empire and 
Persia” 

Miniature paintings are generally described as small, detailed and 
colorful pictures, which are made with paint and gilding for the 
purpose of animating the texts in the manuscript works. The 
miniature painting, which began to develop especially in the 15th 
century in the Ottoman and Persia manuscripts, have both 
scientific and also cultural value since it illustrates the theme of 
the text artistically.   
 In this study, the developments of miniature art in the Ottoman 
manuscripts between the 15th and 16th centuries, famous works 
of the period, the artist who ornamented those works and the 
schools affecting the artists and the schools which the artists 
pioneered are studied. 
 In case of Persia Miniature painting became a significant 
Persian genre in the 13th century, receiving Chinese influence 
after the Mongol conquests and the highest point in the tradition 
was reached in the 15th and 16th centuries. 

 
 
 
3D.  Multicultural Encounters in the Eastern Mediterranean: 
Archaeological and Literary Sources 
Chair: Krzysztof Nawotka, University of Wrocław, Poland 
 
Monika Błaśkiewicz, University of Wrocław, Poland / University of 
Liverpool, “Between the West and the East: Greek Mythology in the 
Eyes of Oppian of Apamea, the Syrian Poet [Ὀππιανός]” 

Oppian of Apamea is the author of a didactic poem entitled 
Cynegetica (On hunting), dedicated to the emperor Caracalla. 
The aforementioned poem consists of four books, which deal 
with the animals to be hunted, their characteristic features as 
well as the hunting techniques and weapons. However, the 
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didactic parts are repeatedly enriched with the mythological 
digressions and motifs. These mythological vignettes clearly 
demonstrate Oppian's sense of belonging to Greek tradition 
and culture. On the other hand, some of the interwoven myths 
do not comply with their traditional equivalents; in the best 
Hellenistic manner, the poet reinterpreted them by 
incorporation of the new elements, frequently of the Middle 
Eastern, autobiographical character. The aim of this paper is to 
trace the multicultural motifs, which can be considered to be a 
type of a bridge between the classical, Greek culture and the 
Eastern, oriental one. 

 
 
Olga Kubica, University of Wrocław, Poland / University of Liverpool, 
“Heracles in India: Multiple Faces of the Same Hero or Multiple 
Heroes of the Same Face?” 

Traces of Heracles in India appear in several contexts, such as 
Arrian’s description of Alexander capturing the rock of Aornos, 
Megasthenes’ account of indigenous Indian Heracles, or the 
depictions of Vajrapāṇi, the Protector of the Buddha, in the 
manner of Greek Heracles in the Buddhist art of Gandhāra. The 
descriptions in the Greek sources are usually interpreted as 
referring to one of the Indian gods, e.g. Kṛṣṇa; while the figure 
of Vajrapāṇi as a result of Hellenistic influence on the art of 
Gandhāra. However, the identification of Heracles in both of 
these cases has been repeatedly called into question. 
Therefore, in my paper I undertake to re-examine all the 
available evidence and analyze it in the context of cross-cultural 
processes taking place in the so-called middle ground. And thus, 
the research problem here concerns the use of certain motifs 
by a given ethnic group, rather than the study of influence. 
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Joanna Porucznik, University of Wrocław, Poland / University of 
Liverpool, “Creation of Collective Identity: The Cult of Achilles 
Pontarches in Olbia” 

Τhe cult of Achilles played an important role in the religious life 
of the Greek cities in the whole North Pontic region. However, 
the strongest tradition of the cult of Achilles was established in 
the north-west Black See region. In this area particularly worth 
examining is the emergence of the cult of Achilles with the 
epithet Pontarches worshipped in Olbia, which appears to be 
closely connected with the political situation in the city. In the 
middle of the 1st century BC Olbia was destroyed by the Getae. 
One of the most significant changes was the increase of a 
Sarmatian component in the city’s community. The 
establishment of the cult appears to be intentionally modified 
according to the new situation in Olbia and served as a unifying 
element amongst the ‘old’ and new citizens, an element that 
allowed for the creation of a city’s new collective identity. 

 
Joanna Wilimowska, University of Wrocław, Poland / University of 
Liverpool, “Ethnic Diversity in the Ptolemaic Fayum” 

This paper will investigate ethnic condition of the Faiyum Oasis in 
the Ptolemaic Period. Egyptian society under the Ptolemies was 
multi-ethnic and multicultural, and besides native Egyptian there 
were primarily Greeks and Jews. One of the main centres of 
Greek colonization was the Faiyum Oasis, and the great deal of 
the settlers was Greek soldiers. Uniquely rich documentation 
from the Faiyum offers valuable insight into ethnic structure of 
the region. The main sources, consisting of papyrological, 
epigraphic and archaeological material reveal culture, religion 
and customs of particular peoples and allow to present their 
political and economic situation in the state and to examine 
relationship between them. The ethnic diversity in the Faiyum is 
perfectly visible among the temple personnel of many cults in the 
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region, which influenced each other, and frequently Greek or 
Egyptian god was worshiped also by other peoples. 

 
3E.  Ancient Mediterranean II 
Chair: Amy I. Aronson, Valdosta State University 
 
Amy I. Aronson, “Food for Fun: Aphrodisiacs of the Ancient World” 
Joseph Cotter, Pennsylvania State University, “Aphrodite’s Coots: 
(Birds 556)” 

Food is an integral part of our daily life and well-being.  As we 
have all been told, "You are what you eat!" From food, we 
receive sustenance, pleasure, social interaction, and in today's 
hectic world, oftentimes weight gain! The Ancient World was 
no different.  In addition to its' primary role as nutrient for the 
human body, food has also been used as an aphrodisiac 
throughout the ages.  Aphrodisiacs have been used to bring 
about an unlikely seduction, to enhance romantic interlude, 
and to kindle or restore flagging sexual interest or energy.  This 
paper will explore the role of aphrodisiacs in the ancient and 
medieval world through the analysis of various texts and 
literary characters. 

 
 
Nancy Mason, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, 
“Bethsaida in the Gospels: A Dynamic Portrait” 

This paper examines the usage of a town called Bethsaida 
within the contexts of the Gospels, other first- and second-
century literature, and archaeology.  Mark portrayed Bethsaida 
as Gentile, whereas Matthew, Luke, and John portrayed 
Bethsaida as Jewish.  A similar shift in Bethsaida’s reputation 
seems to occur in non-biblical literary sources (Josephus, Pliny, 
Ptolemy): from a predominantly Gentile to a predominantly 
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Jewish place.  Additionally, the archaeological record at Et-Tell 
(identified as Bethsaida) indicates an influx in the Jewish 
population around the first-century BCE.  The differing 
evidence, with shifts in literature showing up around the first-
century CE and shifts in archaeology showing up around the 
first-century BCE, makes sense since a shift in reputation takes 
significant time, even in the modern world.  Thus there appears 
to have been a shift in Bethsaida’s ethnographic and 
metaphorically geographic reputation that is apparent in the 
Gospels, other first- and second-century writings, and the 
archaeological record. 

 
Christopher Kegerreis, University of California at Santa Barbara, “The 
Club and Lion-Skin: Alexander the Great’s Search for Herakles in India 
and the Implications for his Educational Background” 

Despite Alexander III’s fame, no scholarly consensus concerning 
his educational background has emerged. Through my ongoing 
research on Alexander as an explorer, I am ready to argue that 
Herakles’ symbolic presence on Alexander’s campaign in India 
was a direct result of his educational background. While 
traditional scholarship has suggested that Alexander tried to 
make his men feel more at ease in an alien environment by 
introducing markers of Herakles’ presence among the Indians, I 
argue this was indicative of Alexander’s attempt to 
demonstrate his own role as “civilizing” and ideal king. The 
authors who also represent Herakles in this light are all 
associated with Alexander in the ancient tradition: Pindar, 
Euripides, Antisthenes, Aristotle, and Xenophon. 

 
Friday, May 29 
 
University of Athens, School of Theology 
University Campus 
Panepistimiopolis, 15772 Ano Ilissia, Athens 
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Friday 9:00 – 11:00 
 
4A.  18th and 19th-Century European Studies 
Chair: Salvatore Bottari, University of Messina 
 
Daniel R. Guernsey, Florida International University, “Theism and 
Civilizing Process in James Barry’s Society of Arts Murals” 

This paper complicates the standard opposition between 
religion and secularization by demonstrating that James Barry’s 
Society of Arts murals approximated the linkage of two 
neologisms in eighteenth-century thought: “theism” and 
“civilization.” It illuminates how Barry’s “new theism” linked the 
development of human rationality in history to a divine 
initiative that works its way gradually into the world through 
providence, with the result that human self-realization involves 
rational and religious fulfillment at the same time. Barry’s 
program maps the transition in Greek religious thinking from 
polytheism to theism as a process of humanity’s moral 
perfection in which philosophers (e.g., Socrates) instead of 
poets (e.g., Homer) set the terms of debate about the nature of 
God in the civilizing process. Barry extends theism’s religious 
fulfillment into the modern world through the Christian agency 
of liberal Protestant humanists during the American Revolution. 

 
Bernard Rulof, Maastricht University, “‘Mediterranean’ Popular 
Violence in France, 1815-1851” 

Vehement emotions and recurrent outbursts of violence 
typified public life in early-nineteenth-century Mediterranean 
France. How to interpret this striking feature? To contemporary 
officials and visitors, fisticuffs amongst lower-class partisans of 
opposing “partis”, brawls that pitted the ordinary people 
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against the authorities, and violent incidents of iconoclasm 
above all illustrated essentialist characteristics shared by the 
Mediterranean popular classes in particular. Neo-Hippocratic 
notions about the climate’s impact as well as elitist prejudices 
toward the “vile multitude” helped them to account for what 
they perceived as a threat to orderly society and politics. To 
those engaged in this unruly behaviour, by contrast, their use of 
what has been called the traditional repertoire of popular 
politics made perfect sense. It allowed them both to distinguish 
themselves from and to defend their honour in the face of 
opponents in a rapidly changing local society. In this respect, 
violence was a constituent and acceptable part of life. 

 
Luigi Mascili Migliorini, Università di Napoli ‘L’Orientale’, “A 
Mediterranean Education. The Young Napoleon in Corsica” 

During his youuth, spent in the island of Corsica where he was 
born, Napoleon lives in a mediterranena environment, both 
from a naturale and cultural point of view. His family itself, one 
of the most relevant in the town of Ajaccio, is an example of a 
mediterranena family social context. But also the interst that 
the young Napoleon shows for the Corsican history and 
traditions helps us to understand that it is not so true -as often 
ita has been said- that napoloen denieshis origins for a kind of 
"French choice". The Mediterrean education builds, on the 
contrary,the napoleonic personality and his political 
perspectives. In this sense the mediterranean question is much 
more as we normally use to think, in the centre of his attention. 
The campaigns of Italy and Egypt, at the beginning of his 
legendary career, how us how he has already meditated the 
new importance of the Mediterranean in the european balance 
of power. Tne struggle with Great Britain also finds in the roots 
of this education some explications and new possibilities of 
interpretation. 
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Regina Mezei, Mercer County Community College, New Jersey, 
“Joseph Bonaparte and His Two Kingdoms: Naples and Spain” 

Joseph Bonaparte served as king of Naples (1806-1808) and Spain 
(1808-1813) at Napoleon’s behest. Reluctant to accept either 
assignment at first, Joseph applied all his energies to the tasks of 
pacifying and winning over the inhabitants of the two formerly 
Bourbon kingdoms. Correspondence between the brothers 
reveals their conflicting attitudes toward the newly subject 
peoples and how they should be incorporated into the 
Napoleonic system. (Napoleon favored much harsher treatment 
than did Joseph.) The emperor’s overall geo-political goals and 
interference in Joseph’s plans certainly had a great deal of 
influence on the latter’s success, but Joseph was also 
circumscribed by the internal political forces within each nation. 
This paper will contrast Joseph Bonaparte’s successes and failures 
in each context and delve into the reasons for and circumstances 
of each. Any measure of his effectiveness must include not only 
the changes he was able to make at the time, but the enduring 
laws, institutions, practices, and infrastructure that he left 
behind. 

 
 
 
4B.  Early Modern Studies 
Chair: Didier Course, Hood College 
 
Didier Course, “Two Sun Kings, a Pope and a Few Corsairs: A Study in 
Franco-Moroccan Diplomacy” 

Two Sun Kings, a Pope and a few Corsairs: a Study in Franco-
Moroccan Diplomacy. In this communication, I would like to 
study the complex diplomatic exchange that took place 
between France, Morocco and Rome for over a century through 
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the lights of the documents I have found in the French National 
Archives.   Indeed, starting in the 1620s, Morocco was a 
continuous subject of interest and concern for the French as 
well as for the Vatican.  Under the influence of strong and 
powerful political conservative groups directly linked to the 
Church in Rome, the kings of France were constantly made 
aware of the slave markets all over North Africa and the scandal 
of selling Catholic prisoners.  Among those groups, one is 
preeminent in the politics of the century: the infamous 
Company of the Saint Sacrament, known for its strong ties to 
the Vatican.  Morocco and its slave markets were playing a 
major role in the conflict between the Company and absolute 
power since they embodied the freedom of the French King in 
his political decisions.   
 As a matter of fact, the Alaouite kingdom became an 
essential part of the complex geo-political game the sovereigns 
of Europe played together.  On one side, the French company of 
the Saint Sacrament, the Holy See and the Crown of Spain – 
mortal enemies for more than fifty years of the French 
monarchy - fought together against Muslim influence in the 
Mediterranean and the French king’s desire for independence 
from the Vatican.  On the other side, the French kings and their 
subsequent allies in North Africa created strong links through 
diplomatic alliances in order to assert their power. French 
politics of the time was the result of almost 50 years of religious 
wars: the ghost of the division between Ultramontane and 
Galician was still haunting the country.  Defining themselves 
through their mutual interest and feuds, Rome and Paris were 
also shaping a new international order. The Franco-Moroccan 
crisis taking place on both side of the Mediterranean was at the 
core of the definition of power and geo politics in early modern 
Europe. 
 A large corpus of the studied material for this paper is 
coming from the “Archives de France- Affaires Etrangères-
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Maroc, correspondance consulaire,” Vol. I to XXIII, as well as the 
writings of  several members of the Company of the Holy 
Trinity, in charge of buying back French slaves in North Africa.   

 
Rute Pardal, University of Évora, “Actors with Interests: Poor Relief as 
a Field of Labor and Social Intervention in 18th-Century Évora?” 

In 1994 Marco Van Leeuwen launched the concept of actors 
with interests. In this article argued that elites run the charity to 
certain segments of the labor force to have a productive force 
reserve and support those who cannot move and migrate in 
search of work when there is no place for them in the market. 
By this way these elites promote the public and social order: 
that is, for many, poverty can lead to dissatisfaction and this to 
riots and social disorders. So, helping the poor could be a way 
to avoid contestation. In fact, the elite fear of riots grows 
exponentially in price increase periods. 
 It is from this theoretical principle that this paper will be 
developed. The space is Évora, a city located in the south of 
Portugal and nerve center of a largely agricultural region in 18th 
century. The study will be based on poor relief institutions that 
acted there, in particular the local Misericórdia (a brotherhood 
of laymen). Protagonists will be also the actors in the field, 
belong they to the administrative elite group, or to the poor 
receptors of poor relief. 
 The focus will be mainly on the separation of health care 
options of Évora Misericórdia, which were based on source-
receptor as an eligibility criterion that oppose neighbors from 
the city to non-neighbors. Basically, what we found in Évora 
was the assistance provided in the context of an institution 
more directed to the outsiders from the city, which were 
relieved in internment situation - essentially at the Hospital of 
the Holy Spirit (indoor relief), and another dedicated to the 



45 

neighbors of Évora, practiced at home (outdoor relief). It is 
however necessary to note that we already know that the 
overwhelming majority of hospital clientele consisted of 
migrant men who came to the region to work seasonally in the 
summer and winter crops. 
 A first task will be to develop the analysis of the charity 
work of Misericórdia of Évora, and those who administrated it – 
should be noted that they constituted the social and economic 
elite of the city of Évora. A second task will be to verify what 
type of poor relieved was preferred (indoor or outdoor?), and 
then focus the analysis of its action among strangers who came 
to the city. From this point on, some questions will be 
developed: What goals pursuit the Misericórdia helping these 
non-neighbors poor? What interests had? Could these poor 
constitute a threat to public order in labor downtime? Or 
constituted a labor reserve, as suggested by Van Leeuwen? And 
what were the interests of the poor? 

 
Derviş Tuğrul Koyuncu, Eskişehir Osmangazi University, “Alcoholic 
Beverages Trade and Alcohol Consumption in the Ottoman Istanbul at 
the end of 18th Century: 1792-93” 

In order to prevent social deterioration and provide public 
security in Istanbul, Selim III started to prohibition of alcoholic 
beverages, which took two years during the Ottoman- Austria 
and Russian war in 1790. This prohibition abolished in 1792. 
This means that wine houses (meyhane) reopened and 
alcoholic beverages trade has become deregulation.  The main 
purpose of this study is to take out the trade of alcoholic 
beverages which is based on internal trade in the Ottoman 
Empire especially for non-Muslim citizens in Istanbul with the 
support of Ottoman archives. In this study, it is shown that 
what sea routes and coast of alcoholic beverages such as wine 
and raki was brought. In addition, it is revealed that by the 
districts of Istanbul which alcoholic beverages are brought and 
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purchased by whom. Furthermore, this study shows the local 
alcoholic beverages such as wine and raki consumption in the 
wine houses (meyhane) which were important for everyday life 
in Istanbul and non-Muslim households.  Finally, this study 
proved the percentage of total annual consumption of wine and 
raki, and tax revenue in Istanbul based on the daily records in 
the archives. 

 
Feryal Tansuğ, Bahçeşehir University and the Scientific and 
Technological Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK), “Governing the ‘Greek 
Lake’: Greek Islanders and Ottoman Authorities in Imroz and Limnos” 

Conventional Ottoman-Turkish and Greek historiographies have 
tended to approach the Mediterranean as a region of cultural 
contest and confrontation. While studies on the small Aegean 
islands have generated the idea of a “Greek Lake” within the 
Mediterranean, the virtual absence of Muslims on these islands has 
led Greek historiography to exclude the Ottomans from such 
discussions. By comparison, the expansion of Ottoman rule over 
the Aegean islands, including Ottoman taxation of Greek islanders, 
has led the conventional Ottoman-Turkish historiography to claim 
the islands for the Ottoman Turks. Indeed, previous studies have 
demonstrated the ways in which islanders communicated with the 
central government through Muslim local authorities. But the 
islands’ communal dynamics and the islanders’ relationship with 
local and central authorities have yet to be fully elucidated. 
Contributing to such discussions, this talk focuses on the 
relationship between the local and central administration in the 
northern Aegean islands of Imroz and Limnos. 
Note: "This paper is part of a project which has been supplied by 
TÜBİTAK (The Scientific and Technological Council of Turkey)." 
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4C.  Reimagining the Classics: The Poetry of Aurora Luque: La poesía 
de Aurora Luque, una nueva mirada a los Clásicos 
Chair: Madeleine Brink, Saint Louis University 
 
Josefa Álvarez, LeMoyne College, “A Poetry without Boundaries: 
Aurora Luque, the Classical World and other Nomadic Worlds” 

Luque’s poetry is marked by the fluidity and nomadic nature of 
her poetic voice.  In her journey through the Classical world, 
Luque’s poetic voice undergoes continues metamorphoses, 
sometimes turning into a mythological character (Adonis, 
Achilles, Dido …) while, at others, becoming one of her favorite 
literary referents such as Sappho or Catullus.  Her 
transmutations do not stop with the Classics, however; they 
appropriate different times and geographies, from Hölderlin’s 
Germany to Dickinson’s America to the nocturnal dreams of the 
English symbolist Renée Vivien. This talk examines some of the 
aforementioned “nomadic subjects” and discusses the way in 
which Luque’s frequent fictionalization of the poetic voice 
makes it distinctive and original.   The discussion will draw from 
Rosi Braidotti’s concept of the “nomadic subject” and Deleuze’s 
and Guattari’s argument that there is no such thing as a 
permanent identity.   

 
Maria Elsy Cardona, Saint Louis University, “Tradition, Honored and 
Ruptured: The Poetic Art of Aurora Luque’s Haikus” (Tradición: 
ruptura y fidelidad; el arte poético en el haiku de Aurora Luque) 

Tradition, Honored and Ruptured: The Poetic Art of Aurora 
Luque’s Haikus Aurora Luque’s poetry is a re-elaboration of 
diverse traditions in order to establish a dialogue with the 
present. In creating this dialogue, Luque not only nullifies time 
but geography, drawing from Western and Oriental traditions.  
In some of her recent poetic explorations, she uses haiku “to 
encapsulate in minimal form the epicurean cult of the moment 
and give new life to the pastoral song of the Classics.” (Haikus 
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de Narila, 2005, 9)  Her haikus bring together the atomist 
Epicurean philosophy and the principles of Zen Buddhism in 
search of a present day poetic Arcadia from which to sing and 
rejoice in the essential mystery of human existence.  This paper 
explores the ways in which Luque honors and ruptures these 
two traditions to offer a new reading of them both, erasing 
time and space.   

 
Aurora Luque Ortíz, Málaga, España, Poetry Reading by the Author 
(Lectura poética de la autora) 
 
 
4D.  Ancient Mediterranean III 
Chair: Jan-Marc Henke, Centre of Mediterranean Studies, Ruhr-
University Bochum 
 
Jan-Marc Henke, “Foreigners in the Cemeteries of Athens and 
Miletus” 

The recently started excavation in the necropolis of Miletus at 
the west coast of Asia Minor yielded a first profound insight in 
the Milesian funeral rites and sepulchral culture from the 
Mycenaean to the late Roman period. In comparison with 
former survey results and investigations on the burial 
inscriptions first preliminary remarks on some characteristics 
can be given. Carefully made comparisons with the extensively 
studied Kerameikos-necropolis in Athens and other Attic 
cemeteries may complement the picture at the moment until 
the excavation will be continued. The lecture is focused on 
some specific features of different burial grounds of immigrated 
and indigenous inhabitants of Athens and Miletus, which may 
illuminate the different social structures and organizations of 
the different cemeteries of both cities and probably their 
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settlement areas, too. The observation of the burial habits 
provides evidence for integration and separation of immigrants 
and their own identity concepts within the cities communities. 

 
Tziona Grossmark, Tel Hai College, “Diocletian and the Construction 
of the Homs Dam” 

An early rabbinic tradition attributed the construction of the 
‘Sea of ḤMZ’, that was usually identified with the artificial lake 
created by a large dam on the Orontes some twelve kilometers 
south-east of Homs, to Diocletian. Homs dam is a typical Roman 
construction but there is no other source that attributed its 
building to Diocletian’s days.  In the proposed lecture it will be 
maintained that the study of Diocletian’s deeds in the east may 
support the credibility and authenticity of this Talmudic 
tradition.   

 
Darryl Phillips, Connecticut College, “Some Problems with Biography 
as History: The Case of Suetonius’ Life of Augustus” 

The transition of the Roman state from an aristocratic republic 
to a monarchy under Augustus in the late 1st century B.C. 
marked a significant change for the entire Mediterranean 
world.  Monarchy became the dominant political form in the 
region for centuries to come.  The primary sources for the 
period, while plentiful, offer special challenges.  Our best Latin 
prose source is not a historical account, but a biography of 
Augustus written in the 2nd c. A.D. by Suetonius.  While 
scholars regularly mine Suetonius’ biography for information, 
they do not often consider the genre of the work as they 
reconstruct the history of the period.  This paper explores some 
of the problems of using biography as history. 
 Suetonius organizes his biography not in chronological 
order, but by category (Suet. Aug. 9.1: neque per tempora sed 
per species).  This serves the interests of the ancient 
biographer, but confounds the modern historian.  The result is a 
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static picture of the “Augustan Age” as Augustus’ acts are 
divorced from the annual magistracies he held and the evolving 
powers that he possessed.  Furthermore, as the subject of the 
biography, Augustus appears throughout the text as the 
primary agent of actions, obscuring a more complex sequence 
of events.  To understand the political history of this transitional 
period, we should acknowledge the limits of the biographical 
genre and strive to reconstruct the steps that moved the 
Roman state from a republic to principate. 

 
Melissa Huber, Duke University, “Monumentalizing the City:  
Republican Building Practices in Augustan Rome” 

Lucius Cornelius Balbus opened his theater in Rome in 13 BCE, 
several decades into the period traditionally deemed the 
Augustan Age (31 BCE – 14 CE).  Suetonius, in his biography of 
Augustus, written in the 2nd century CE, claims that Augustus 
was the primary architect of urban renewal in the city, setting the 
example and urging Balbus and others to build (Aug. 29.4-5).  
Modern scholars have adopted Suetonius’ perspective in their 
assessment of public building in the Augustan Age, despite the 
fact that the sponsorship of public building by wealthy Romans 
was a well-established means of monumentalizing individual 
achievement during the Republic.  In this paper, I will examine 
the long-standing traditions of triumphant building programs and 
assess the motives of the builders mentioned by Suetonius in this 
context.  Such an analysis offers a new way to understand 
building in Rome during the transition from Republic to 
Principate, and provides a corrective to Suetonius’ comments on 
Augustus’ overall agency and oversight in public building from the 
very start of the Augustan Age. 
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4E.  Mediterranean Literatures 
Chair: James P. Gilroy, University of Denver 
 
James P. Gilroy, University of Denver, “Zola’s Au Bonheur des Dames: 
A Passion Play in a Department Store” 

It might surprise readers to learn that Émile Zola’s novel about 
one of the new department stores in Second Empire Paris is 
also a morality play about redemption through suffering. It is 
the story of the passions (in the religious sense in addition to 
the romantic sense) of the two protagonists: store proprietor 
Octave Mouret and his young sales assistant Denise Baudu. 
Each experiences a symbolic and psychological crucifixion and 
resurrection. The first half of the novel describes the sufferings 
inflicted upon Denise as well as her courageous efforts to save 
herself from ruin. The second half recounts the moral crisis of 
her boss, who has fallen in love with her but whose advances 
she rejects. The agonized frustration he is forced to undergo 
makes a better person of him in the end by inspiring in him a 
greater sensitivity to the rights and feelings of other human 
beings. 

 
Paul Ady, Assumption College, “Giving Them the Last Word: Greek 
Influence on James Joyce’s Major Works” 

“I am superstitious about them [Greeks].  They bring me luck.”  
Indeed, Greek students interested in learning English were 
among James Joyce’s first clients as he struggled to support his 
family in Trieste, Italy.  It is also true that Greek friends helped 
secure for him exit permits and funds so that he could escape 
to Zurich during World War I, likely avoiding the camp 
internment that befell his brother Stanislaus. Any student of 
Joyce’s writing, though, understands the weight of Greek 
culture in his major works.  The most celebrated example, 
naturally, is Ulysses, set in 1904 Dublin with Leopold Bloom as a 
modern Odysseus.  Ever the superstitious Irishman, Joyce 
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demanded that the cover of this novel replicate the blue of the 
Greek flag.  After summarizing the extent to which Joyce was 
familiar with Greek culture and language, this paper will 
concentrate on how he embedded obvious or subtle allusions 
to Greece in the last lines of his three most famous works: A 
Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Ulysses, and Finnegans 
Wake. 

 
William K. Freiert, Gustavus Adolphus College, “The Greek Myth of 
Demeter in African-American Women’s Literature” 

The pervasive use of the Demeter motif is a remarkable 
example of the exploitation of the classical canon by writers 
exploring the double-bind of black female experience. 
United States Poet Laureate Rita Dove uses classical material in 
fiction [Through the Ivory Gate] and drama [The Darker Face of 
the Earth], but her most explicit utilization of Greek myth 
consists of her sixth book of poetry, Mother Love. 
 Nobel Laureate Toni Morrison uses Demeter more 
pervasively.  Pilate in Song of Solomon has all the 
accoutrements of Mother Earth and the relationship between 
mother and daughter in Beloved evokes both Medea and 
Demeter through profoundly moving use of lactation imagery.   
Alice Walker uses the Demeter myth in The Temple of My 
Familiar and The Color Purple and Gloria Naylor's most 
pervasive archetypal motif through all her work is that of 
Persephone. 

 
Susanna Sargsyan, University of Basel, “British Travel Writing about 
the Mediterranean in the Light of the British Euroscepticism” 

The United Kingdom has historically been interested in the 
Mediterranean to promote British far-reaching geopolitical 
interests. As Robert Holland states in Blue-Water Empire: the 
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British in the Mediterranean since 1800: "If there has in modern 
times been a predominant instrument for integrating the 
Mediterranean as a single theatre, it was the British . . . It was the 
British presence . . . and the stability it provided, which made the 
region what an eminent historian in 1904 encapsulated as the 
'keyboard of Europe'" (Holland, 2012). 
 Currently, the possible transformation of the EU into the Euro-
Mediterranean Union is an interesting prospect to consider 
especially as far as the British perspective is concerned. Of further 
interest is the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) established in 
2008 and the British position towards it as a member state. 
My paper will give an overview of British positions towards the 
Mediterranean as reflected in British literature with a focus on 
British travel writing which has served as a tool for opinion 
formation about the Mediterranean in the United Kingdom. 

 
 

Friday 11:15 – 1:15 
 
5A.  Mediterranean Studies I 
Chair: Anat Kidron, Ohalo College and University of Haifa, Israel 
 
Anat Kidron, “The Landscape of Sacred Shrines: The Tomb of the 
Prophet Joshua in Upper Galilee” 

Of the six traditional burial places of al-Nabī Yūshaʿ, the one on 
the eastern slopes of the Upper Galilee is of particular 
importance for the Mutawali Shiites in southern Lebanon as 
well as among the villagers of al-Nabī Yūshaʿ and its 
surroundings. Jewish tradition tends to reject this location for 
Joshua's tomb, which it identifies in Samaria, and therefore this 
site has not become part of the tradition which has filled Galilee 
with the shrines of Jewish saints. On the other hand, the vicinity 
of the shrine has come to possess "national sanctity" in the 
form of the veneration of the heroes of Israel's War of 
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Independence who fought a battle nearby, commemorated by a 
museum very close to the shrine. 
 The proposed lecture will address the issue of reshaping 
the sacred landscape in line with political exigencies. The 
establishment of the State of Israel was followed by an exodus 
of Shiites to Lebanon and the creation of a new border that 
changed the political situation. In the wake of the war the map 
of holy shrines also changed, since some of the latter were 
detached from the social and cultural environment on which 
they depended before 1948. The cultural landscape had to be 
redesigned and made to fit the aims of the young state. 
 This is the background against which we examine the 
status of al-Nabī Yūshaʿ's tomb at two ostensibly distinct levels, 
which however possess numerous points of contact. One level 
is that of the religious presence in the landscape, the other is 
how the religious presence was replaced by a national 
presence. Both levels together express processes of landscape 
structuring through the presence of meaningful buildings or a 
meaningful human (in this case, religious) presence. 

 
Abdelwahab Hechiche, University of South Florida, “Tolerance in 
Arab-Islamic-Jewish Relations: Between Human Rights and Divine 
Law” 

After defining tolerance according to interpretations of Holy 
Scriptures and modern moral, legal and ethical norms this 
paper will try to see if tolerance is still compatible with modern 
concepts and norms codified in UN Declarations, the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, and other international 
instruments legal instruments. The paper will be structured 
around three parts: I. Tolerance and the Question of Religious 
Minorities, Part II: Toward the notion of 'Minority Group': 
Ethnicity and Religion; Part III: Tolerance between Religion and 
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the Modern State. The conclusion will lead to a new 
"categorical imperative': From tolerance to Acceptance. 

 
Blanka Stiastna, Ionian University (Ιόνιο Πανεπιστήμιο), “Η ανάπτυξη 
των συγκοινωνιών στην πόλη των Αθηνών και τα περίχωρά της κατά 
το 19ο και 20ο αιώνα” (“The Development of the Urban Transport in 
Athens and The Surroundings in the 19th and the 20th Century”) 

Until the 2nd half of the 19th century, not only through the 
country, but even in the capital Athens, the only mode of 
travelling remains the horseback. Since the urban transport are 
in existing, the hire of the horses or two-horsed carriages 
(amaxes) for a “course” is the usual way how to move inside the 
town or visit the surroundings. However, before the end of the 
19th century, the quickly developing new capital is already 
equipped with basic transport infrastructure: railway and steam 
trams. We will examine the closely connected expansion of the 
town and its transport infrastructure during the 19th and the 
20th century. 

 
Michalis Marioras, National & Kapodistrian University of Athens, “Οι 
συνέπειες, τα προβλήματα και οι προκλήσεις από την αυξανόμενη 
παρουσία των μουσουλμάνων στην Ευρώπη: Η περίπτωση της 
Ελλάδας” (“The Consequences, the Problems and the Challenges of 
the Accelerating Growing Muslim Presence in Europe: The Case of 
Greece”).  

Due to established migrational routes and also the already 
existing Muslim, more or less “autochthonous”, population in 
Europe, European countries progressively confront the 
consequences, the problems and the challenges which are 
related with the presence of Muslims in these traditionally 
Christian areas. What is the nature and the causes of these 
consequences? Are the Christians ready to respond or to deal 
with these issues or are they simply puzzled? At the end, is it 
possible that the whole matter inaugurates a profound 
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discussion concerning the character and the identity of the 
European continent as a Christian one? Are the Christians –
clergy and people- ready to respond fruitfully to such 
challenges or they enter to an obscure and introvert era? This 
presentation aims to look into these questions and to approach 
some essentials possible answers. 

 
5B.  Literature, Philosophy, & Education 
Chair: Margarita Vargas, University at Buffalo 
 
Margarita Vargas, “Platonic and Aristotelian Concepts of Existence in 
Bárbara Colio’s Small Certainties” 

To address the problem of the disappeared in Mexico, Bárbara 
Colio writes a play that ponders the meaning of existence from 
Platonic and Aristotelian positions.     
 Motivated by the fear that “a ghost is the memory of 
something that was never present,” the main character in 
Pequeñas certezas (Small Certainties, 2004), sets out on an 
odyssey first in search of her disappeared boyfriend and then of 
a picture of him as proof of his existence.  Convinced that 
neither his past nor a printed-image of his face makes a 
difference, she disappears to give birth to the child she is 
bearing.  Years later, she mails her mother a picture of her son 
as evidence that they exist.   
 I argue that this final action shows an inextricable 
relationship between a photograph and its subject, but more 
important, that Colio demonstrates that a child attests to the 
existence of his or her parents. 

 
Kalliopi Nikolopoulou, University at Buffalo, “Nietzsche and Aristotle: 
Reflections on Catharsis for an Un-Tragic Age” 
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Nietzsche’s reading of tragedy is marked by a profound anti-
Aristotelianism: it critiques catharsis for offering an optimistic 
and rationalistic politics of mass expiation that fails to account 
for what is truly tragic in tragedy. My paper engages Nietzsche’s 
thesis critically and consists of two main arguments. Firstly, I 
maintain that his anti-cathartic stance can be explained in 
terms of his lifelong critique of causality. His interest in 
Dionysus as an expression of the irrational anticipates his later, 
more systematic critique of reason. However, Dionysian 
irrationality functions differently in the tragedians than it does 
in Nietzsche. Indeed, I show that in the Greek tragedies, even 
the most arbitrary of accidents must somehow make sense. 
Thus, Nietzsche’s critique of causality is at odds with the cosmic 
causality that pervades tragedy— particularly Aeschylian 
drama, which he most admired. Secondly, I argue that 
Nietzsche’s excessive emphasis on tragedy’s “darker” side, 
which was meant to recuperate tragedy for an un-tragic age, 
has led us symptomatically into an un-tragic direction. For 
instance, in Nietzsche’s notion of tragic “joy-in-suffering,” which 
forecloses the possibility of cathartic healing, one can detect 
the beginnings of the current proliferation of discourses about 
“irrecuperable loss,” “finitude,” “irresolvable trauma,” and 
“vulnerability”—all of which have little to do with the heroic 
and life-affirming elements of tragedy that Nietzsche’s 
philosophy proclaimed. 

 
Oliver B. Bridge, Oxford Brookes University, “The Application of 
Moral Psychology in Teacher Education: A Case Study of the Fostering 
of Moral Development in Turkey” 

No matter how well designed the social system of any given 
community is, it is the people themselves that make the 
community a good or bad place to live in; and morality, in 
essence, is concerned with how people live in communities. 
From this perspective, moral education becomes a much more 
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important education about learning to live in a society. 
However, moral education is neither confined to the classroom, 
nor is it detailed in depth in the official curriculum in the 
Turkish Education System. Coupled with the fact that trainee 
teachers in Turkey do not receive any education on moral 
psychology and moral development, this paints a picture of 
moral education in Turkey with significant space for 
improvement. The present study addresses the question of 
whether the application of academic literature on moral 
psychology in teacher training programs in Turkey could better 
equip teachers to foster students’ moral development. 

 
Joseph Agee, Morehouse College, “Jose Ortega y Gasset and the 
Reform of Humanities” 

Although Ortega y Gasset was committed to the reform of 
philosophy per se, his overall work and goal was much broader 
delving deeply into the basic concept of humanities and culture 
in general.  The goal of my paper will be to show the 
philosophic connection that he made with a vast range of topics 
from history and politics to science and art.    Few thinkers have 
taken on such a large scale task.    But what makes his work so 
significant for our time is that he was convinced a radical 
reform in thinking about human nature and the world we live in 
need a radical reevaluation at the most fundamental level in 
order to not only account for the loss of traditional faith in 
religion but also to deal with the equivalent loss of faith in 
reason.     In this sense, he could be described and decidedly 
postmodern, which many critics have pointed out.  
 Unfortunately, not much more has been pursued except 
that was a precursor to much modern thinking promoted by 
such people as Foucault or Derrida or even some aspects of 
analytic philosophy and the neo-pragmatism of Richard Rorty.  



59 

While this may be true, his most important contributions have 
often times been depreciated or simply ignored in a rush to 
relate him to other thinkers.    The reality is that he would have 
been in great disagreement with what many contemporary 
philosophers have promoted over the last 70 years or so.     
 While he was acutely aware of the decline in traditional 
modes of thinking, he was adamant about preserving the 
heritage which, for better or for worse, created the world we 
now live.   For this reason, he was often misunderstood and 
described either as an arch-conservative or a cultural relativist 
and the situation, although generally improved over the last 
few years, is still far from resolved in a way that allows his voice 
to heard without the prejudices that plagued his the evaluation 
of his work for many years.    
 My hope is to give some insight into the nature of his 
ideas as the cut across and then intersect with the most crucial 
topics of our time.   It is only appropriate that his conference is 
held in Athens.     One of Ortega’s constant themes was the 
importance of classical Greek civilization and philosophy as the 
foundation of all modern thinking.    But as for all of Ortega’s 
ideas about the past, this did not mean that it was accepted 
without criticism but rather as the basis from which we can 
understand what we now think.    To discount its relevance was 
simply folly.   

 
5C.  History of Western Mediterranean Studies Group (GEHMO—Grup 
d’Estudis d’Història del Mediterrani Occidental): Society, Power and 
Culture in the Early Modern Age I 
Chair: María de los Ángeles Pérez Samper, University of Barcelona 
 
María de los Ángeles Pérez Samper, “Food in the Early Modern 
Mediterranean” 

Since the Ancient times, the Mediterranean has built a world 
with geographical and historical common and strong grounds, 
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including economic, social and cultural shared elements. 
Although there were also important differentiating features, 
the common ground was always present. Food, vital need for all 
humans in all times and all places, converted from the biological 
in a great cultural construction, can serve well to observe the 
common and different elements in the Mediterranean area, 
analyzing reasons, transfers and conflicts. In the Early Modern 
period the arrival of food from America to the Mediterranean is 
one of the main reasons of change. The role played by the 
Spanish Monarchy in all this provides a revealing dimension for 
both the history of food as the history of the Mediterranean 
world. 

 
Miquel Àngel Martínez Rodríguez, University of Barcelona, 
“Barcelona’s Ruling Elites” 

Catalonia has a long lasting tradition of self-government. The 
two main institutions, that's to say, the autonomous 
government -Generalitat- and the city council -Consell de Cent- 
have always been very interested in enhancing the social and 
economic activities of the main social groups in Barcelona, 
specially the merchants. We have a solid scholarship in late 
medieval times. Unfortunately we have to improve our 
knowledge of the Catalan ruling class before the eighteenth 
century. We know more aspects of their behaviour, but in this 
article we pretend to deepen our knowledge of their efforts to 
exert a solid trade influence mainly in the Western 
Mediterranean Sea. 
 Thanks to several studies we are aware of their 
presence in North Africa and the ensuing difficulties of this 
strategy. Muslim countries on one hand and the Spanish 
monarchy on the other were important handicaps to solve. But 
despite all this, we pretend to prove their relevant trade activity 
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in the Tyrrhenian and Ionian Sea. Naples, Genoa and the 
Venetian Empire were important goals for these Catalan ruling 
elites. We have increased our knowledge of how these 
economic activities work. But there is still a hard work ahead, 
but the present results allow us to feel very optimistic. 

 
Joan-Lluís Palos, University of Barcelona, “A Constructed Identity: 
Eleanor of Toledo, Duchess of Florence, Between Castile, Naples and 
Tuscany (1539-1564)” 

She was not Duke Cosimo’s preferred choice of spouse, but time 
proved her to be the best decision of his life. His marriage to 
Eleanor of Toledo, the daughter of the Spanish viceroy in Napes, 
laid the foundations for the Medicis’ dominance in Tuscany 
during the two subsequent centuries. She was the cornerstone of 
a courtly formula of unparalleled success. Certain Florentines saw 
her as “a Spanish barbarian, enemy of her husband’s homeland”. 
The truth, however, is that the construction of Eleanor’s public 
identity was the product of a complex operation involving the 
participation of some of the most prominent artists and writers of 
the day. Far from simply presenting herself as a Spaniard, her 
image was the result of the assembly of three cultural 
Mediterranean traditions – Castilian, Neapolitan and Florentine – 
which made her a figure at once local and cosmopolitan. 

 
5D.  Spiritual Items of the Holy Texts 
Chair: Marios Begzos, School of Theology, National & Kapodistrian 
University of Athens 
 
Christos G. Karagiannis, National & Kapodistrian University of Athens, 
“The Old Testament Ministry of the Holy Spirit” 

The Holy Spirit had a significant role in the creation of the world 
and inspired men who revealed God to men, either in word, or 
in work. He instructed and guided men, especially the nation 
Israel. The Spirit of God instructed and guided not only the 
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nation Israel as a whole, but men individually. He manifested 
not only the power of God through men but the presence of 
God among men It seems as well that the Holy Spirit was the 
instrument through whom the glory of God was manifested. 
The Holy Spirit therefore appears to be the agency through 
which God most often worked. God used men to reveal His will 
and His word (e.g. the prophets), but these men were inspired 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit so that the words they spoke 
were clearly the “Word of the Lord.” When men spoke in the 
Spirit, they spoke for God. When men disobeyed the Word of 
God, they were regarded as having not only resisted God, but 
His Spirit as well. 

 
Alexandra Palantza, National & Kapodistrian University of Athens, 
“Purifications and Baptism in Greek and Jewish World” 

The topic focuses on the meaning and the way of purification in 
the Greek and Jewish world. It emphasizes the use of water as 
the basic way of purification and baptism and presents the 
direct connection which exists between the purification of body 
and soul. The topic includes three parts: a) Purification in the 
ancient Greek philosophy, especially in Empedokles’ thought, 
who introduced the term. b) The meaning of purification 
through water in the Old Testament and the role of the baptism 
of Proselytes, i.e. those who wanted to leave idolatry and join 
Judaism’s monotheism. c) John’s baptism as a sign of 
forgiveness before the coming of God’s kingdom. Purpose of 
the topic is to examine how Hellenism and Judaism approach 
the subject “purification and baptism” and if there exist any 
relationship between them. 
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Konstantinos T. Zarras, School of Theology, National & Kapodistrian 
University of Athens, “Jacob/Israel in the Prayer of Joseph as a 
Collective, Heavenly Entity and Its Origins” 

The hierangelic character of Jacob/Israel is to be presented in 
the Prayer of Joseph, a work preserved mainly in Origen. In this 
work, extremely important elements of viewing this axial figure, 
both for Judaism and for Christianity, are to be presented. In an 
impressive way, Jacob here constitutes a collective, heavenly 
entity, with characteristics not only archangelic, but almost 
divine, thus leading back to Philonian matter (and not only to 
that). In this brief proposition, this figure is connected to 
Enoch/Metatron and to the issue of the “two powers in 
heaven,” while their constituent parts and origins are sought 
for in various other texts, too (among others, Joseph and 
Aseneth, Prayer of Jacob, Targumim). 

 
5E.  Early Modern Southern Italy between the Mediterranean and 
Europe 
Chair: Luigi Andrea Berto, Western Michigan University 
 
Salvatore Bottari, University of Messina, “Maritime Trade and 
Political Relations between the Kingdom of Naples and Russia in the 
Second Half of the Eighteenth Century” 

By the last decades of the eighteenth century, the decline of 
Venice, the Ottoman Empire and Spain created a political and 
economic vacuum in the Mediterranean, only partially filled by 
France and England. After the Treaty of Küçük Kaynarca (1774) 
Russia asserted itself as a leading player even in parts of Europe 
– like the Mediterranean - which it had been previously 
excluded from. This paper intends to examine some aspects of 
the maritime trade and political relations between the Kingdom 
of Naples and Russia. The sources comprise documents kept in 
Italian archives, including the Archivio di Stato of Messina, the 
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Archivio di Stato of Naples, the Archivio di Stato of Palermo and 
the Archivio di Stato of Turin. 

 
Claudia Pingaro, University of Salerno, “Neapolitan Trading with 
Sweden and Denmark during the Reign of Charles of Bourbon” 

The paper intends to examine trade relations established by the 
Kingdom of Naples with Sweden with the Trattato perpetuo di 
Commercio e Navigazione concluded between Charles of 
Bourbon and Sweden of Frederick I (1743) and the Trattato 
perpetuo di Commercio e Navigazione agreement between the 
sovereign Neapolitan and Denmark of  Frederick V (1748).   
 In addition to the above-mentioned treaties of 
Commerce with the two kingdoms in Northern Europe, the 
research will examine other documents from the State Archive 
of Naples (Foreign Office) concerning the relationships between 
the Kingdom of Naples with Denmark and Sweden. 

 
Mirella Mafrici, University of Salerno, “Ferdinando Galiani and the 
Russian-Neapolitan Treaty (1787)” 

Ferdinando Galiani was secretary of the Neapolitan embassy in 
Paris from 1759 to 1769. He made friends with the most 
representative personalities of the capital (D. Diderot, F. M. Grimm, 
madame d’Epinay). He, on his return to Naples, had various 
assignments by Queen Mary Caroline. 
 After the Austro-Russian alliance (1781), it was the Neapolitan 
court and, especially, Queen Mary Caroline, to show their interest 
towards the Romanov Empire, though it was only in January 1787, 
after four years of dealing – between Baron Friedrich Melchior von 
Grimm for the Russians and Galiani for the Neapolitans – that the 
Russian-Neapolitan treaty was signed, at Tsarskoe-Selo. This treaty 
caused a not unjustified alarm among several states, which saw not 
only a new economic bound between the two powers, but also a 
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mutual neutral support in case of war. The treaty brought many 
new issues: besides the possibility of professing their own religion 
at home or elsewhere as decided by the two governments, the 
institutions of consuls and vice-consuls in four ports – two in the 
Two Sicilies and two in the Russian Empire –, a monetary 
agreement, uncommon at that time, and primarily the Russian 
trading flag to be given to the Neapolitan vessels heading the Black 
Sea. 

 
 
Friday 2:30 – 4:30 
 
6A.  The Queer Mediterranean: Negotiating Desires 
Chair: Gregory S. Hutcheson, University of Louisville 
 
Ellen Lorraine Friedrich, Valdosta State University, “Naming Queer 
Characters and Experiences in Medieval Romance Literatures” 

By naming and classifying queer folk—whether in the Middle 
Ages or in the modern era—and what they do sexually, people 
perform an extension of a necessary human impulse to 
categorize and identify (Saul Kripke, Naming and Necessity 
[Harvard UP, 1980]) objects, actions, and people.  Medieval 
literary sources offer opportunities to examine names of 
characters and descriptions of their actions for suggestions of 
same-sex erotic activities.  I depart from relatively well-known 
non-erotic names such as Gottfried von Strassburg’s title 
character (Tristan, ca. 1210) Tristan (cf. Fr. triste “sad”) named 
for the sorrowful circumstances of his birth, and review the 
erotic implications of names and passages in the Spanish Libro 
de buen amor (1330; rev. and expanded 1343, by Juan Ruiz, el 
Arcipreste de Hito) teased out by Louise Vasvári and others.  
Chronologically between the former and latter works, I consider 
the circa 1230 Old French verse romance, Guillaume de Lorris’s 
Romans de la rose, as well as other Romance and or 
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Mediterranean works to determine ways that the names of 
characters intimate grammatical and actual gender confusion, 
as well as same-sex sexual proclivities and activities.   

 
 
Robert L. A. Clark, Kansas State University, “At the Crossroads of 
Intercultural Desire in the Levant: Cultural Notes from the 
Bathhouse” 
 
 
 
Israel Burshatin, Haverford College, “Captives on the ‘Friends and 
Family Plan’ and How They Motivated a Queer Turn in the Siete 
Partidas of Alfonso X” 

Partly in response to Islamic laws that enabled the exchange of 
captives (fida') as a legitimate aspect of truce agreements, the 
legislation drafted by Alfonso X of Castile and LeÃ³n (also known as 
Alfonso el Sabio or 'the learned'), accords friendship and other non-
blood related alliances equal standing with regard to the obligation 
to secure the release of Christian captives held by Muslim rulers.  In 
Alfonso's  Second Partida, which defines captives as well as the 
obligations of folks back home to rescue them, friends, especially, 
embody the obligations shared by all in the polity. In fact, the loss 
of a friend to captivity is couched in the language of the law with an 
unparalleled degree of affect. This distinction by recourse to 
sentiment privileges same-sex alliances in intriguing ways that 
allow us to reformulate the extent of legally countenanced same-
sex relations, such as notions of "fraternidad artificial"  (Hinojosa) 
or "affrÃ¨rement" (Tulchin), which were widely represented around 
the Mediterranean. 
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6B.  Linguistics 
Chair: Silvana Vranić, University of Rijeka, Croatia 
 
Renata Šamo and Lina Pliško, University of Zagreb and Juraj Dobrila 
University of Pula, Croatia, “The Brijuni National Park (Croatia) as an 
Object of Linguistic Landscape Research in the Mediterranean 
Setting” 

Linguistic Landscape has grown across environments, but just a 
few Croatian studies exist. Considering objects/phenomena 
called “linguistic landscape”, and ways in which to identify a 
site, the paper presents one of the most visited attractions in 
Croatia. Due to rich natural and cultural heritage, and 
interesting history since the prehistoric times, it seems to 
deserve such a perspective. The main questions include what 
languages (how many/why) are used within this specific 
community and what sort of (non)textual messages are sent to 
its visitors. The analyzed site represents a vast space as a real-
world phenomenon and a conceptual tool that can help us 
define the productive nature of “spaces”. We can conclude that 
it is needed to raise the linguistic awareness of authorities 
responsible for promoting the archipelago in the country with 
economy so grounded on tourism. This responsibility also 
belongs to linguists who explore language in its entirety. 

 
Sanja Zubčić, University of Rijeka, Croatia, “On One Syntactic Trait of 
Croatian Čakavian Coastal Idioms” 

One common trait of all the systems that have developed from 
the western South Slavic Dialect is that they differentiate 
between the case that denotes the location and the case that 
denotes the goal (Brozović – Ivić 1988: 55). Location is usually 
encoded by a prepositional phrase with a noun in the locative 
case (Živi u Rijeci.), and goal by a prepositional phrase with a 
noun in the accusative case (Dolazim u Rijeku.). However, 
neutralisation, that is, the use of accusative to encode location 
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with static verbs (Živi u Riku.), has also been described in 
literature. This trait has been confirmed in coastal Čakavian 
idioms, especially those spoken on the islands. The aim of this 
research is to analyse the distribution of neutralisation in the 
east Adriatic Mediterranean corpus. Since the same 
phenomenon has been described in Štokavian idioms (Čirgić 
2011) in Montenegro, it will also be analysed within a wider 
slavic and Mediterranean context. 

 
Silvana Vranić, “The Language of Čakavian Literature Written by the 
Mediterraneans from the North Croatian Littoral” 

Authors who create their works in the Čakavian dialect, such as 
poets from the North Croatian Littoral, among others, belong to 
the contemporary Croatian Mediterranean literature. All these 
authors are connected not just by the so called genotype centre – 
Mediterraneanism, but also by the characteristics of the Čakavian 
dialect they use.  The aim of this paper is to analyse this language 
of Čakavian texts that are representative of the contemporary 
authors form the Northern Čakavian Croatian Littoral. We will 
analyse to which extent they use the elements of their local 
dialects and to which extent they depart from them and 
incorporate the elements of the Čakavian koine typical for their 
area. We will take into consideration the observed linguistic 
characteristics that identify these texts as those that belong to 
the Čakavian dialect – more specifically, to the North Čakavian 
dialect and two autochthonous dialects of this area: the Ekavian 
and Ikavian-Ekavian. 

 

6C.  History of Western Mediterranean Studies Group (GEHMO—Grup 
d’Estudis d’Història del Mediterrani Occidental): Society, Power and 
Culture in the Early Modern Age II 
Chair: María de los Ángeles Pérez Samper, University of Barcelona 
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Isaac García-Oses, University of Barcelona, “Barcelona: A 
Seventeenth-Century Centre of Pottery Market” 

Pottery played an active role in commercial activities in the city 
of Barcelona, the Catalan trade centre par excellence during 
Modern history. In the Ciudad Condal were concentrated all 
sorts of exchanges, not only of artefacts and primary resources, 
but also of producers.   
 The artefacts found in Barcelona arrived from northern 
Italy, southern France, the Rhine area, the Netherlands, England 
and even as far as China. The heterogeneous nature of these 
products proves the interconnectivity of the Mediterranean in 
the 17th century. The arrival of these products facilitated some 
sort of decorative and technical experimentation among the 
craftsmen, trying to imitate, with different degrees of success, 
those other artefacts coming from abroad. Notwithstanding the 
poor quality of the pottery produced in Barcelona, which could 
not compete with the imitated models in artistic and technical 
grounds, these imitations did compete at a price level in the 
local market.   
 To conclude, both the importation and exportation of 
everyday objects such as ceramic vessels may give us some 
information on the diffusion of techniques and also of cultural 
practices. 

 
Diego Sola, University of Barcelona, “From the Mediterranean to the 
Oceans: Juan González de Mendoza. A Sixteenth-Century ‘Global 
Agent’” 

During his 73 years of life, Juan González de Mendoza (1545-
1618) crossed the Atlantic Ocean seven times and sailed the 
Mediterranean in four occasions at least. He served his king in the 
Court of Spain, later he became bishop in Italy and America, and 
wrote his "Historia de China", commissioned by the Pope during 
his stay in Rome. Even though he had never been in the realm of 
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the Ming dynasty, his work was praised as a prestigious source in 
the Catholic and Protestant countries. This presentation aims at 
explaining the work of a Spanish friar who narrated the first solid 
picture of China in Europe, who acted as a sort of «global agent» 
and served to the archetype of «global monarchy». As a «global 
agent», he translated his experience from the Mediterranean to 
the Oceans and used his European framework in his mapping and 
description of the world, thus providing us with an example of a 
new kind of man in the early globalization. 

 
6D.  Multicultural Encounters in the Eastern Mediterranean: 
Epigraphic Evidence 
Chair:  Krzysztof Nawotka, University of Wrocław, Poland 
 
Dominika Grzesik, University of Wrocław, Poland/ University of 
Liverpool, “Delphic Polis and the Hellenistic Monarchs, Rome and 
Roman Emperors” 

For centuries the citizens of the Mediterranean world travelled 
to Delphi tempted with the fame of the sanctuary and oracle. 
Delphic polis was a city were many cultures met. The aim of my 
paper will be to examine Delphic relations with the most 
prominent players from the Hellenistic and Roman times. I will 
investigate how does the polis situate itself in relation to the 
dominant powers of the Hellenistic monarchs (and so their 
philoi), Rome (and its officers, magistrates etc.), and the 
emperors (and their entourage, magistrates etc.). Questions 
about their domination in Delphi will be crucial, since it will 
allow to look at the Delphic polis from the broader, 
international perspective, and it will allow to examine Delphi as 
a part of the Mediterranean world. The main sources of 
information will be Delphic honorific decrees, however 
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sometimes they will be supported by the other documents 
providing crucial knowledge on the matters under discussion. 

 
Michał Halamus, University of Wrocław, Poland/ University of 
Liverpool, “The Achaemenid Tradition in the Bosporan Kingdom” 

In the second half of the 4th c. BC, the Achaemenid Empire 
collapsed, but memory about King of Kings and his attributes 
survived. It became very important in the political propaganda 
of the Parthian kings, and other eastern Mediterranean rulers. 
Circa two centuries after Darius III fall, The Parthian king - 
Mithridates II from Arsacid dynasty started to use the „King of 
Kings” title, and the tiara became customary headgear on the 
Arsacid coinage. Legitimation of power through referring to 
Achaemenid symbols played also a great role in the Mithridates 
Eupator propaganda. Thanks to numismatic and epigraphic 
evidence we can see how his descendants, especially his son 
Pharnaces and granddaughter Dynamis, while ruling over the 
Bosporan Kingdom, tried to strengthen their position or to 
legitimize their rule by referring to Mithridatic tradition and 
Achaemenid symbols like: celestial bodies, tiara, or mentioned 
“King of Kings” title. 

 
Paulina Komar, University of Wrocław, Poland / University of 
Liverpool, “De gustibus disputandum est: Roman Tastes in Greek 
Wines” 

Although generally it is said that ‘de gustibus non est 
disputandum’, the main purpose of this presentation is to 
discuss the tastes - Roman tastes in Greek wines. This is due to 
the fact that many types of wines were produced in ancient 
Greece, but only a few were drunk and appreciated by the 
Romans. This raises numerous questions. Which wines were 
drunk and appreciated and why these particular wines? Was it 
due to their specific taste? Or was it dependent on logistical 
and commercial matters such as transportation, availability and 
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cost? Did the Romans and the Greeks share the same taste in 
wines?   
 This presentation will provide answers to the above-
mentioned questions by analysing what were the main 
characteristics of Greek wines that were imported to Roman 
Italy. These analyses concern colour of wines, their taste, body, 
age and other particular qualities. They will also allow us to 
check what the advancement level of the ancient oenological 
knowledge was. 

 
 
 
Marek Dobrzański, University of Wrocław, Poland / University of 
Liverpool, “The Romans in Thessalian Cities: The Meeting” 

Thessaly was in many aspects different from the rest of Greece: 
its natural conditions affected the social and political 
development of the region. For the most of the Early Hellenistic 
Age it was under Macedonian domination, which was finished 
by Romans in the Macedonian Wars. The epigraphic evidence 
attests a number of Roman citizens in Thessalian cities. The 
paper aims to analyse the interaction between the attested 
individuals and the Thessalian civic communities in the first half 
of the second century B.C., roughly the first fifty years of the 
contact. I will analyse the kind of interaction, the context and 
the reasons of the attestation, the local actors interested in 
making the attested civic decisions, the persons attested and 
the likely motives of their interaction with Thessalian cities. The 
honorific inscriptions, the honorific decrees and the proxeny 
decrees of Thessalian cities constitute the main part of the 
evidence, although the other categories of documents are also 
useful. 
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6E.  History and Memory in Italy from the Middle Ages to the Modern 
Period 
Chair: Salvatore Bottari, University of Messina 
 
Luigi Andrea Berto, Western Michigan University, “The Unholy 
Crusade (1204) and Modern Italian Historians”  

In April 1204 the participants of the Fourth Crusade and their 
Venetian allies conquered Constantinople, the capital of the 
Byzantine Empire. Busy with securing their conquest and with 
taking possession of other parts of that empire, the crusade and 
Venetian leaders never fulfilled their vow to free Jerusalem 
from the Muslims. The outcome of that expedition—referred to 
by some modern scholars as the Unholy Crusade—generated a 
lot of controversies and produced several conflicting accounts. 
The goal of this paper is to examine how modern Italian 
scholars have analyzed the Fourth Crusade, focusing in 
particular on the way cultural and political backgrounds 
influenced their description of the event.   

 
Petra Aigner, Austrian Academy of Sciences / Österreichische 
Akademie der Wissenschaften, Vienna, “Atalante, the Founder of 
Fiesole in Boccaccio’s Ninfale fiesolano” 

Boccaccio tells us in his epic and his other works that Atalante, 
the mythical founder of Fiesole, was the first to settle in this 
beautiful place. This Atalante was recognized by some authors 
from Servius, the commentator of Vergil, onward to be the 
famous mythological figure Atlas. His daughter Electra with her 
son Dardanus turned up in Italy in the wake of Vergil’s Aeneis to 
emphasize that the descendants of the Trojans like Aeneas 
originally came from Italy. Boccaccio tries to recover and to 
reinstall the status of the city of Fiesole by this odd 
mythological genealogy after the city has succumbed twice to 
dominant Florence. He cites a 13th century chronicle of 
Florence and other historical records. Thus he continues a 
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tradition to underline the importance of Fiesole. He starts with 
its foundation, where even Hannibal and Catiline had stayed in 
this Tuscan town. So why did Boccaccio, the author of the 
Genealogie deorum gentilium, choose this lineage? 

 
Elisa Vermiglio, University Dante Alighieri of Reggio Calabria, Italy, 
“Slave Trade in the Mediterranean Sea: The Case of Sicily in the Late 
Medieval Age” 

During the Medieval Age, the slaves were one of the most 
important goods of Mediterranean trade. This research will be 
focused on the slavery in Sicily in late Medieval Age and in 
particular on the trade in Messina in XV century.   
The objective of the present research is a close examination of 
slave trade, from a micro-historical point of view, of a specific 
context in the Southern Italy, the town of Messina, put into a 
Mediterranean perspective, by means of archival documents 
dating back to the late medieval age.   
 For its strategic geographical location, between the 
island and the mainland, between the eastern and western 
Mediterranean Sea, the city assumed a strategic relevance in 
mercantile business and its port was an important market for 
slaves. This paper will examine this topic through the 
historiography, but also the archive sources. 
 The slaves were attested in local notarial acts that are 
an important source of information for reconstructing all 
variegated aspects of the trade at that time. A systematically 
research (spoglio) on archive documents will give a lot 
information on the price of slaves, ages, provenance, but also 
buyers and sellers.   

 
Saturday, May 30 
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University of Athens, School of Theology 
University Campus 
Panepistimiopolis, 15772 Ano Ilissia, Athens 
 
Saturday 9:30 – 11:30 
 
7A.  Mediterranean Studies II 
Chair: Donald Wright, Hood College 
 
Donald Wright, “Lost in the Medieval Labyrinth: Colonial Urbanism in 
Morocco’s Imperial Cities” 

Since the dawn of the twentieth century, there has been a push 
in the West for scientific and technical innovation, which has 
led in turn to a thirst for the modernization of urban cultural 
space.  Both of these realms, technical advancement and 
national unification, are tantamount in the construction of 
social identity.  This study proposes to examine space within 
the context of Morocco’s development from 1912 to the 
present day.  According to Agache, urbanism was an applied 
science, a way of intervening for social well-being.  Following 
this train of thought, urbanism integrates technical knowledge, 
sociology, engineering and hygiene.  Throughout the 20th 
century, Morocco was thus used as a field for experimentation 
in the modernization of the medieval cities, notably the four 
imperial cities of Rabat, Fez, Meknes and Marrakesh.  This study 
is thus also a critical examination of the cultural politics of 
cross-Mediterranean urban development as the country moved 
from a Protectorate to self-governing nation, and, in more 
recent times, to part of a global social and scientific network.  

 
Süheyla Nil Mustafa, Marmara University, Istanbul, “Modern 
Ottoman Policemen in the Institutional Discourse of the Ottoman 
Police” 
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The paper is a part of my Ph.D. thesis titled “Making of the 
Modern Ottoman Policemen” which illustrates the social history 
of the Ottoman policemen in the turn of the twentieth century. 
In the paper, I will present a section of my research which is an 
arduous study based on the transcription and discursive 
analysis of the Ottoman police journals which were published 
between 1911 and 1918. These two journals were published as 
in-house journals by the Department of Public Security in order 
to enhance the work skills and the knowledge of the Ottoman 
policemen.   
 Following Foucauldian theory of subject formation and 
modern power, I argue that as a modern institution of power, 
the Ottoman police force imposed a moral regime which would 
generate the constitution of new norms and consequent 
subject positions to be adopted by the policemen. The paper is 
based on the analyses of the discursive patterns, conflicts and 
silences in the narratives of the institutional regime which 
reveal the normative discourses and the relevant subject 
positions.   

 
Akif Bahadir Kaynak, Istanbul Kemerburgaz University, “Significance 
of Southern Corridor for European Energy Markets: The Politics of 
Supplying Natural Gas and Oil to Europe” 

Mediterranean basin is already highly important for energy 
security of Europe as the Continent is depending on oil and gas 
from the producers in Northern Africa. Algeria is the 3rd biggest 
gas supplier of Europe while Libyan oil is a close and relatively 
secure source of raw material for European refineries. 
Moreover, Iraqi and Azeri oil is brought to Ceyhan port on the 
Eastern Mediterranean through pipelines to be shipped to 
European markets. More importantly, the sea traffic for the 
Middle Eastern oil shipped through the Suez Channel and the 
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Russian oil going through the Turkish Straits increase the 
importance of Mediterranean in terms of energy security. 
Recent gas findings in the Eastern Mediterranean and 
increasing importance of Iraq in terms of oil supplies indicate 
that the region will preserve its importance as a lifeline to 
European consumers. Under these circumstances the presence 
of the Southern Corridor, that is the transit route crossing 
Turkey in the east-west direction, is becoming a major issue. 
The new transit corridor will bring the gas reserves of Caucasus 
and probably Iraq, Iran, Caspian Region and Eastern 
Mediterranean basin to Europe. Dependence of Europe on 
Russia in terms of gas supplies and to Ukraine as a transit 
country will be substantially diminished once Turkish soil 
assumes the role of an alternative energy route to Europe. Even 
Russia seems willing to contribute to Turkish corridor by 
supplying gas once the Southern Stream project passing under 
the Black Sea is abandoned. The project may reduce the 
leverage of Ukraine as a transit country and give the Russians 
an alternative route to their markets. The purpose of the paper 
is to analyze the significance of Southern Corridor on the energy 
security of Europe. This effort entails assessing the importance 
of the pipelines passing through Anatolia form a political 
perspective as well as the peculiar position of Turkey as a 
transit corridor for Middle Eastern oil supplies to 
Mediterranean ports. Recent events in Ukraine have shown 
that uninterrupted flow of energy cannot be taken for granted 
while economic motives by themselves will not convince parties 
to an optimum solution. The pursuit for power and security 
concerns still has a major role to play in energy geopolitics. 

 
Nuri Salik, Yıldırım Beyazıt University, “Alawite Center versus Sunni 
Periphery: State, Society and Conflict under the Assads, 1970-2014” 

Center-periphery model, which was introduced by American 
sociologist Edward Shils, is a widely used analytical tool to 
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understand state-society relations. The main theoretical 
contribution of the model is that if there is a cultural disharmony 
between state (center) and society (periphery), the possibility of 
conflict between the them is very high. My paper aims to examine 
state-society relations in Syria within the framework center-
periphery model from Hafez al-Assad's rise to power in 1970 to 
current civil war under Bashar al-Assad. My paper contends that 
center-periphery model provides deep insights into tension and 
conflict between the center (the Alawite-dominated state) and the 
periphery (the Sunnis) in Syria. I argue that both cultural 
differences (secularism vs. Islam) and class differences between 
center and the periphery are vital to understand current conflict in 
Syria. Therefore, my paper puts forward that the model is highly 
explanatory to understand roots of civil war in the country. 

 
 
 
7B.  Medieval and Early Modern Studies 
Chair: Susan Rosenstreich, Dowling College 
 
Barbara J. Watts, Florida International University, “Counterfeiting 
Piety in the Tenth Pit: Santo Botticelli’s Drawing for Dante’s Inferno 
XXIX” 

This paper considers Sandro Botticelli’s manuscript drawing for 
Inferno XXIX (Staatliche Museen, Berlin, c. 1485) and argues 
that the drawing is not an illustration of the canto’s narrative so 
much as a pictorial adaptation that provides an insightful 
commentary on the canto.  It offers new interpretations of the 
drawing’s upper portion, which shows Bertran de Born and Geri 
del Bello, who are featured in the preceding canto; of Dante 
and Virgil’s encounter with the counterfeiters Griffolino and 
Capocchio, canto XXIX’s primary vignette; and finally, the 
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numerous shades who inhabit this tenth chasm of Hell.  On the 
surface, Botticelli’s portrayal of these afflicted shades suggests 
a sympathetic reading that builds upon Dante’s evocative 
description of their suffering. I argue that an attentive look 
reveals something quite different: a trenchant exposition on the 
fraudulent nature of alchemy and counterfeiting that mirrors 
that the course language and ironic imagery Dane uses in the 
canto. Botticelli’s drawing, therefore, not only illustrates 
Dante’s literal narrative, but also reflects its moral and 
allegorical significance. 

 
Daniel Reff, Ohio State University, “The Long Shadow of Herodotus” 

During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries missionaries 
from Mediterranean Europe were challenged to describe new-
found peoples and customs in Asia and the Americas.  A 
surprising number did so invoking strategies and rhetoric made 
famous by the Greek historian and Proto-ethnologist, 
Herodotus.  Scholars today continue to debate Herodotus’ 
“cultural relativism,” much as they debate missionary “respect” 
for Asians and Amerindians.  The apparent influence of 
Herodotus on Mendicant and Jesuit missionaries is explored 
along with the uncertainty surrounding the cultural relativity of 
the literatures from antiquity and the early modern period. 

 
Susan Rosenstreich, “Early Modernism in the Italian Renaissance 
Book of Etiquette” 

In the effort to distinguish between the Renaissance and early 
modernism, periodization models revolve around discourses of 
continuity and rupture.  But an interesting combination of both 
historical models can be found in sixteenth century Italian books of 
etiquette.  In their advice for public conduct, Cinquecento 
counselors to the elite evince a simultaneous allegiance to the 
Classical past with a belief in a future liberated from history.  
Baldessare Castiglione’s well-known Corteggiano exemplifies this 
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map through ambivalent etiquette, directing young courtiers to 
remain loyal to conventions of existing power networks, while 
urging them to break with those very traditions.  Even the lesser-
known Galateo by Giovanni della Casa bears the same message.  In 
both works, actors in the public sphere are advised to present 
themselves both as servants of established authority and as 
masters of a new order.  This presentation examines this schismatic 
yet syncretic program of manners, focusing for the most part on 
these works, but venturing further afield in Italian genres of the 
period to find evidence for, and to examine the consequences of, a 
widespread intellectual tension between continuity and rupture in 
Cinquecento Italy.  The purpose of this study is to further the 
discussion on periodicity in general, and in Italian literary discourse 
in particular, differentiating between the concept of the 
Renaissance and the idea of the early modern.    

 
 
 
7C.  Early Modern Literature 
Chair:  R. John McCaw, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
 
R. John McCaw, “Introspection and Identity in Spanish Golden Age 
Self-Portrait Poems” 

The Early Modern Hispanic tradition boasts numerous examples 
of poems that depict portraits, ranging from the Petrarchan 
blasón to detailed verbal descriptions of real and mythological 
figures. Less common in the poetic tradition is the role of 
portraits in inspiring the viewer’s philosophical self-reflection. 
The most celebrated poem of this sort, “A su retrato” (“Este, 
que ves, engaño colorido”) by Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz (1648-
1695), uses the portrait as a device for exploring and proposing 
truths regarding the transitory nature of the mundane, the 
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deceptiveness of appearances, desengaño, and the ultimate 
meaning of human existence. But less famous poets also used 
the device, and in this paper I will discuss two of them: Luis 
Carrillo y Sotomayor (ca. 1585-1610) and Gabriel Bocángel 
(1603-1658). Carrillo’s sonnet “A un retrato” (“Al alma, un 
tiempo, y al sentido estrecho”) features a male viewer admiring 
a portrait of his female beloved. In the first stanza, the viewer 
becomes the beloved, but in the subsequent stanzas this 
transformation and union are fractured as the poetic voice 
recognizes the physical barrier that the portrait itself presents. 
This problematic relationship with the ultimately unattainable 
amada leads the viewer to eternal suffering. Bocángel’s sonnet, 
“Hablando el autor con un retrato suyo…” (“Habla, bulto 
animado, no tu esquivo”), features the viewer observing a 
portrait of himself, an activity that underscores his duality, 
interrogates the nature of his existence, and confirms his 
eternal suffering for a beloved who presumably does not love 
him in return. My paper will discuss these poems by Carrillo and 
Bocángel in order to examine the poetic tradition of the self-
portrait as a device for introspection, engagement with dual 
aspects of the self, comprehension of the unattainable nature 
of the beloved, and the inevitability of lovelorn suffering.     

 
Vasiliki Velliou, Graduate Center, CUNY, “Preaching and Entertaining 
in Late 16th Century Moroccan Stage: Francisco da Costa and his 
Plays” 

During the 15th and 16th century, the Mediterranean coast of 
Morocco became a bone of contention between the 
neighboring kingdoms of Spain and Portugal, and the oriental 
Arab caliphates. Geographically privileged, the city of Fes 
became a pole of attraction for traders, mariners and soldiers of 
fortune, turning this Mediterranean corner into a melting pot of 
peoples and religions. This presentation focuses on the work of 
Francisco da Costa, a noble diplomat from Lisbon sent to Fes 
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after the Battle of the Three Kings (1578) in order to negotiate 
the ransom of the Spanish and Portuguese prisoners. Da Costa’s 
plays constitute a portrait of this multicultural society and of 
the author himself: A Christian living in the Jewish 
neighborhood of a predominantly Muslim society. We will 
examine some of his plays taken to the stage and see how 
under the innocent mask of entertainment lies a clear political 
agenda. 

 
Jose-Luis Gastanaga, University of Tennessee, Chattanooga, “The 
Characters in Don Quixote: A Community of Readers” 

The world invented by Cervantes in his Don Quixote of 1605 brings 
ten years later an object that is fascinating as it is problematic: the 
novel itself. Thus, the characters in the second part not only read 
and comment the first but are also aware that others know them 
through the reading of the novel. Besides, they are capable to react 
to the image of themselves that circulate in print and pass from 
hand to hand all over La Mancha. Beyond this awareness, along 
both parts of Don Quixote we find readers that are more or less 
professional, and more or less diligent, who are defined or 
identified through the exercise of reading. The list is long. It 
includes Alonso Quijano, the priest Pero Perez, Dorotea, Marcela, 
Vivaldo, Sanson Carrasco and others. In this essay I analyze a group 
of passages to show how the understanding of these characters is 
better and more complete when we see them as readers. By 
making visible this dimension, the characters, their actions and 
motivations become more transparent. 

 
7D.  Linguistics and Language Acquisition 
Chair: Pamela Dorn Sezgin, University of North Georgia 
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Paul M. Chandler, University of Hawaii-Manoa, & Stael Ruffinelli de 
Ortiz, Asunción, Paraguay, “What Helps Spanish and English Learners 
Improve Their Speaking?” 

Teachers can use students’ beliefs about what helps them 
improve their speaking abilities.  Attendees will receive the 
survey instrument before we discuss our findings.  Students 
from beginning, intermediate and advanced levels of Spanish 
and English took the survey, along with their teachers.  The 
survey asks students what helps them improve their foreign 
language speaking abilities. We compare student responses 
across levels as well as teacher data.  The additional comments 
shared by learners will also be presented.  Teachers will be able 
to use this (or a similar) survey to determine how best to meet 
the “speaking -practice” needs of their classroom language 
learners. 

 
Pamela Dorn Sezgin, “The Sociolinguistics of Empire: Ottoman 
Turkish, Judeo-Spanish, and Smyrniotic Greek in Contact”  

Unlike the British Empire where subjects assimilated by learning 
the English language, people kept their native languages in the 
Ottoman Empire. Ottoman culture constituted a shared 
category of cultural knowledge and world view, despite the 
multilingualism that characterized the diverse millet (religious 
communities). Language transfer (also known as L1 Interference 
and cross-meaning) generally operates in situations of 
bilingualism where speakers apply knowledge from their 
primary or native language to a second language. The 
interference, or influence from their native language, can be 
manifest in many aspects of language from grammar, 
vocabulary (loan words, registers), accent (including intonation, 
speech style), and spelling (including orthography) to the 
transfer of structures. In this paper, the language transfer with 
Ottoman Turkish is investigated focusing on two languages: 
Judeo-Spanish and Smyrniot Greek in a historic context of 
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multilingualism. Examples come from semantic categories as 
they are manifest in proverbs, loan words, and distinct 
registers. The situation is made more complex by the impact of 
French and Italian loan words for late 19th century modernity, 
and the historic influence of the Lingua Franca, a pan-
Mediterranean trade language. 

 
Vasileios Pappas, University of Cyprus, “The Use of Latin Language in 
the Attempt of Analysis of Thinking by Daniel Philippides (c.1750/55-
1832)” [Η χρήση της λατινικής γλώσσας στην Απόπειρα Αναλύσεως 
του Νοουμένου του Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδη (1750/1755-1832)] 

Demetrius Daniel Philippides (born between 1750 -1755) and 
died in 1832) – the scholar from Milies of Pilion, Greece – 
published in Leipzig in 1817 his work, Apopēra analyseōs tou 
nooumenou. With this book, he constructs his own language, 
which he thinks that it would be a useful tool for the desirable 
international communication among scientists with one and 
common linguistic code. In this paper, we examine Philippides’s 
use of Latin language and alphabet for his artificial language. Also, 
we study Philippides’s knowledge of another dimension of Latin 
language; its use in the scientific terminology. 
 
Περίληψη: Ο Δημήτριος Δανιήλ Φιλιππίδης (γενν. 1750-55, θαν. 
1832), λόγιος από τις Μηλιές του Πηλίου, δημοσιεύει στη Λειψία 
το 1817 το έργο του Απόπειρα Αναλύσεως του Νοουμένου. Σε 
αυτό του το βιβλίο πραγματεύεται τη δημιουργία μιας 
παγκόσμιας επιστημονικής γλώσσας, η οποία – όπως πιστεύει – 
μπορεί να αποτελέσει ένα χρήσιμο εργαλείο για την επικοινωνία 
μεταξύ των επιστημόνων όλου του κόσμου. Στην παρούσα 
ανακοίνωση μελετούμε τη χρήση της λατινικής γλώσσας σε αυτή 
την τεχνητή γλώσσα. Επίσης, ερευνούμε το πόσο ο συγγραφέας 
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γνώριζε και άλλη μια διάσταση της λατινικής γλώσσας· την 
εφαρμογή της στην επιστημονική ορολογία. 

 
7E.  Comparative Studies II 
Chair: Vaios Vaiopoulos, Ionian University (Ιόνιο Πανεπιστήμιο) & 
Mediterranean Studies Association 
 
 
 
Panayiota Mini, University of Crete, Rethymno, “Filmic 
Representations of Greek Island Life” 

As it is well known, after the mid-1950s an ever-increasing 
number of tourists arrived in Greece, with the Greek islands 
being one of the most popular destinations. At the same time, 
an increasing number of filmmakers travelled to the Greek 
islands to record their attractions and/or capture the distinct 
qualities of their landscapes and the mores of their people.  My 
paper will focus on the depiction of the Greek islands during the 
1950s and the early 1960s. Through the analysis of 
representative fiction films and documentary productions, I will 
discuss different depictions of Greek island life during this 
period, relate the films’ differences to their filmmakers’ 
ideological concerns and situate their production in their 
broader social contexts. 

 
Gregory Starikovsky, New City, NY, “Gavriil Derzhavin, or the Russian 
Horace: The Invention of Privacy under the Auspices of Catherine the 
Great” 

Catherine the Great is credited with the Europeanization of 
Russian elite culture: under her rule the European cultural 
codes and values were no longer considered a novelty, as they 
permeated the texture of Russia’s high society. It is during the 
Catherine’s reign that the Russian authors began to explore 
new literary venues. In the case of laudatory poetry, the 
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essentially public Pindaric ode, which was flourishing during the 
reign of Elizaveta Petrovna (1741-1762), gave way to a more 
detached and a more elaborate mode of encomiastic 
expression, the Horatian ode, practiced by the leading poet of 
Catherine’s age, Gavriil Derzhavin (1746-1816).  This paper 
analyzes the invention of the concepts of privacy and 
domesticity in Derzhavin’s witty encomia of Catherine the 
Great, such as “Felitsa”, and examines the evolution of the 
Horatian ode by Derzhavin, whose literary program is largely 
consistent with Catherine’s policy of giving Russian gentry more 
freedoms than this social class has ever enjoyed before. 

 
Andreas N. Michalopoulos, National & Kapodistrian University of 
Athens, “Questions from the edge of the empire: Ovid’s letters from 
Tomi” 

The decision of the Emperor Augustus to banish Ovid, Rome’s 
greatest living poet, to the farthest edge of the empire in 8 AD 
changed the poet’s life irrevocably. From his place of exile, 
Tomi, Ovid sent back to the capital two collections of verse 
letters, the Tristia and the Epistulae ex Ponto, and a largely 
enigmatic work entitled the Ibis.   
In my paper I will focus on a specific feature of Ovid’s exile 
poetry which has received little attention thus far, namely the 
questions that he often addresses to various people such as 
himself, his wife, and other recipients of his letters, friends or 
foes. Using certain elegies from the Tristia as case studies I will 
discuss the typology of these questions, their position in the 
poems, their place in the poet’s argumentation, and their role 
in the poetics of Ovid’s letters from the edge. 

 
Saturday 11:45 – 1:45 
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8A.  The Queer Mediterranean: Negotiating Anxieties 
Chair: Robert L. A. Clark, Kansas State University 
 
Denise K. Filios, University of Iowa, “Anomalous al-Andalus: Times, 
Space, Desire” 

Al-Andalus is an anomaly that exposes the instability of such 
absolute binarisms as East-West, Christian-Muslim, Europe-
Africa.  Its exceptionalism makes al-Andalus a persistent object 
of desire and revulsion, as is evident in such concepts as the 
Reconquest, convivencia, and conquest denialism, myths that 
highlight contemporary identitarian stakes in this medieval 
space.  This talk explores the persistence of  Andalusian 
exceptionalist discourses, the powerful attachments and phobic 
renunciations writers across time express for that queer space 
as well as the intense suffering produced by exclusionary 
worldviews promulgated from centralist perspectives.  Special 
attention will be paid to depictions of Mūsā b. Nuṣayr as a 
queer subject in early Islamic historiography.  While the 
Egyptian writer Ibn ‘Abd al-Ḥakam assumes a homophobic 
stance toward Andalusian deviance, the Andalusi writer Ibn 
Ḥabīb embraces Mūsā’s queerness, which reveals the 
inadequacy of Damascene normativizing ways of knowing which 
can only reject the insistent excesses of al-Andalus. 

 
 
 
Gregory S. Hutcheson, University of Louisville, “(Dis)locations of the 
Sodomitic Body” 

The emergence of the “sodomite” in Christian moral discourse 
corresponds roughly to the period when Christian Europe found 
itself mired in crusading efforts in the Levant. Inevitable was the 
projection onto the Muslim enemy of a congenital sodomy, but 
also, conversely, the mediation of a homegrown sodomy 
through the experience of crusade, most notoriously in the case 
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of the Knights Templar, whose long residency in the Levant 
made plausible the accusation of rampant sodomitic practice. 
Christian Europe’s “sodomite” emerges in part, I argue, out of 
the complex dialectic between evolving notions of sexual sin 
and the preexistence of bodies that conveniently already bore 
the markers of otherness. And yet while Christianity finds 
justification for its condemnation of “men lying with men” in 
the biblical episode of the destruction of Sodom, so too does 
Islam. The Qur’an mobilizes a similar, although not necessarily 
equivalent, narrative of the vengeance wrought by God on 
qawm Lūṭ, or Lot’s people. What I propose to study here is 
whether the “sodomite” as imagined by crusader Europe takes 
on different contours in the Iberian peninsula, a context that 
enjoyed far greater intellectual commerce between the two 
confessional communities. 

 
José R. Cartagena-Calderón, Pomona College, “‘Lo de Italia’: Imperial 
Spain, Italy, and the Pursuit of Sodomy” 

While Italy was viewed as a refined culture that introduced 
humanism, artistic sophistication and courtiership to Spain, early 
modern Spanish writers could not help but see the homeland of 
Castiglione, Da Vinci and Canavaggio as an exporter of “lo de Italia,” 
a widespread euphemism for sodomy. Popular attitudes towards 
Italian men as well as inquisitorial court records of early modern 
Spain did not do much to challenge the literary depiction of Italians 
as sodomites and the representation of Italy as a haven for the 
practice of the pecado nefando. Among non-Spaniards, Italians 
were in the early modern period hugely overrepresented in 
Aragonese sodomy cases and in Barcelona the first men executed 
by the Inquisition for same-sex acts were two Italian men from 
Naples, a city then under Spanish imperial rule. In this talk I will 
examine the multivalent anxieties over the perceived links between 
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sodomy to foreign vices that permeate both early modern Spanish 
fictions and archival documents in the context of the cultural 
contact between Spaniards and Italians mandated by imperialism. 

 
 
8B.  Medieval Studies 
Chair: James D. Ryan, City University of New York  
 
Eirini Panou, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, “Colour in Byzantine 
Historiography and Chronicles (13th-15th Centuries)” 

The paper discusses the ideological function of colour in 
histories and chronicles during the last centuries of the 
Byzantine Empire. Colour is used in a variety of cases, such as in 
description of feelings, animals, physical appearance, illness and 
material culture. But on a different level, it reveals the form of 
interaction between the Byzantines, the Latins and the Turks 
and so it becomes distinctive of political and military ideology. 
The paper demonstrates that colour is a necessary tool for 
historical research when it comes to identifying ideologies 
between the Byzantines and their enemies/allies in the 
turbulent period after 1204 and until 1453. 

 
Antonio Peláez Rovira, University of Granada, Spain, “The Kaid Figure 
in Djannat al-rida of Ibn Asim (15th Century): Toward a Definition by 
the Author’s Political Experience in Nasrid Granada” 

The paper contributes to know the important figure of the kaid 
during the last period of al-Andalus, the Nasrid Emirate of 
Granada, and focus on the debate around the limits of his 
duties in the territory at the service of or against the political 
power. It analyses the kaid entity by an important written 
source, the Djannat al-rida (Granada, 15th), which author 
belonged to a family with a decisive role in the legal and 
political field. By this experience, it’s seen how were the kaid’s 
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activities in Granada, especially his local and territorial actions 
in relation with the Nasrid emirs. 
This topic is relevant because the imprecise term of kaid 
(alcaide in Spanish language) is attested in plenty of written 
references that reveal his widely use in political, and always 
used to designate a military leader whose rank might vary. But 
also kaid means a kind of local agent at the service of the 
political power, by which it controls the territory and the 
socioeconomic activities, mainly the taxation. Therefore, the 
kaid’s duties were of two types at least: fiscal (responsible for 
allotting and collecting the taxes) and military (in a subordinate 
sense). The question is to limit these duties, in this case by the 
work of Ibn Asim. 

 
 
Montserrat Piera, Temple University, “Crafting History or State-
Building?: The Great Catalan Company at the Duchy of Athens” 

In 1302 an army of Catalan mercenaries (called "almogavers”) 
led by Roger de Flor sold their services to the Emperor 
Andronicus of Byzantium who was being assailed by the Turks. 
After many vicissitudes, they subsequently went on to conquer 
the Duchy of Athens and the Duchy of Neopatria, settling there 
for an extended period. The soldier and chronicler Ramon 
Muntaner took part in the expedition and proudly, albeit not 
totally reliably, told the story as a feat of the Catalan-Aragonese 
dynasty. Thanks to this account the "almogavers" have been 
enshrined within the Catalan imaginary as "heroes" who 
exemplify the glorious past of the Crown of Aragon and their 
feats been appropriated not only by nationalistic and historical 
discourse but also by popular culture (children's literature, 
comics, cinema...).   
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 My study explores this process of crafting and 
reinventing history affected by the recipients (medieval and 
modern) of Ramon Muntaner's Chronicle as well as other texts 
which narrate the adventures of these Catalan mercenaries, 
including Greek sources which decry the cruelty and violence of 
the Catalan conquerors.   
 My analysis will rely on some of the premises of 
reception theory or Rezeptionsasthetik which is defined as “the 
term used for the study of the evaluation of a work of 
literature, or of art, by its ‘recipient’”. Based on premises 
established by H. R. Jauß (Literaturgeschichte als Provokation, 
1970) and W. Iser (Der implizite Leser. Kommunikationsformen 
des Romans von Bunyan bis Beckett, 1972), “it aims at an 
assessment of socio-political factors underlying the judgment of 
the recipient”. Rezeptionsästhetik has proved fruitful especially 
in respect of periods that yield detailed documentation bringing 
out a specific social structure, in the context of which literary 
works assume renewed actuality.   
 Such methodological stance can thus be useful in 
analyzing the historical narratives composed during the ages of 
Aragonese expansion and conquest. These texts were not only 
read during the Middle Ages but also in modern times; they are 
held in high esteem by scholars and lay people of Catalonia 
alike because they are perceived as tangible remnants of a 
bygone era of nationalistic pride and political and linguistic 
independence. Consequently, they are a perfect example of a 
conscious effort by the reader to interpret what they read in 
terms of their socio-political circumstances and they offer a 
glimpse into “the judgment of the recipient.” 

 
Roubini Dimopoulou, National & Kapodistrian University of Athens, 
“Buondelmonti’s Delos: Restoring the Present with Reminiscences of 
the Past” 
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The Florentine ecclesiastic Cristoforo Buondelmonti in his 
“isolario”,  Liber Insularum Archipelagi (1420) represents the 
experience of his maritime wandering around the Aegean Sea. He 
maps and presents the island of Delos by making extensive 
mention of the abundant mythological and historical tradition, 
geographical information and empirical descriptions from his 
voyage and observation of the ruins. The ancient temples, the 
scattered statues, the remains of the past awaken the writer’s 
memories; echo his classical education and his will to lend the 
modern island the splendor of the past. In this paper we focus on 
Buondelmonti’s attempt to restore and reveal the ideal - classical 
image of Delos to the reader of the western world of the 15th 
century. 

 
 
8C.  Comparative Studies III 
Chair: Susan O. Shapiro, Utah State University & Mediterranean 
Studies Association 
 
Evy Johanne Håland, The Institute for Comparative Research in 
Human Culture, Norway, “Death and Dying in Modern and Ancient 
Greece: A Comparison” 

The paper examines the Greek death-cult in an attempt to 
clarify certain contemporary political phenomena in the 
Mediterranean area and Eastern Europe. The cult of the dead is 
a common cultural pattern in the area. Why is this cult so 
persistent? What is death-cult and how does it manifest itself? 
The paper delves into its lasting importance in the Greek part of 
the cultural area, where the author has engaged in several 
periods of fieldwork. To illustrate the persistence of this cultural 
pattern, the characteristic aspects connected with death-cult in 
Greek tradition are discussed: The comparison is based on 
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festivals, which are dedicated to deceased persons and 
domestic death-rituals combined with ancient sources. Based 
on them an analytical survey of the relationship between the 
death-cult dedicated to deceased mediators in ancient and 
modern society, as it is manifested through laments, burials and 
the following memorial rituals is made. The modern domestic 
rituals people perform for their own dead influence the official 
ideological rituals, and vice versa, the domestic rituals reflect 
public performances. A study of modern cult practices reveals 
many parallels with the official cult of the ancients, and 
suggests ways in which modern rituals can throw new light 
upon the ancient rituals and vice versa. The living then as now 
depend on the deceased’s successful mediations with the 
powers if the subterranean world to ensure a plentiful harvest 
and the continuity of their earthly lives. The paper seeks to 
demonstrate how new ideologies must adjust to older rituals 
and beliefs and how public and domestic rituals are connected. 
The paper finally suggests how these similarities might 
represent a common way of expression within a larger context. 

 
Ashley Purpura, Purdue University, “Embodied Authority: Ideological 
Constructions of Byzantine Christian Laity” 

Although the majority of Byzantine ecclesiastical participants 
(un-ordained and non-monastic) have very little voice in the 
history of Byzantine Christian literature (primarily penned by 
prominent churchmen), religious ideals about the function and 
significance of the laity can be read through the liturgical texts 
and contexts of Byzantine worship.  By studying both what was 
said and done during Byzantine Christian rituals as well as 
descriptions of ecclesiastical order and hierarchy from the sixth 
through fourteenth centuries, the Byzantine laity is shown to be 
most consistently ideologically constructed as a surprisingly 
significant executor of ecclesiastical authority.  Indeed the 
spiritualized ideal of clerically administered power through a 
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hierarchical stratum is shown to necessitate the interpellation 
of the laity as a unified body producing, recognizing, and 
negotiating ideals of divine similitude, which then prompts a 
rethinking of Byzantine ecclesiastical power dynamics from the 
early Byzantine period to the present. 

 
Mary M. Rowan, Brooklyn College, CUNY, “The Transmission of 
Culture by Early Modern Convents” 

This will continue the subject begun in my discussion of Santa 
Teresa's writings in Spain and France last year. I will begin with the 
impact of  her work in France,Belgium and Italy and then center on 
the French books by nuns like Jacqueline Bouette de Blemur and 
Marie-Eleanore de Rohan among others who continued to transmit 
ideas through writings both sacred (hagiography) and profane 
(Essai sur le roman) and other  salon offerings. 
Comments: Evidence of the wider influence of convent writings, 
across borders and beyond the division between sacred and 
profane to influence both men and women within the church and 
in the wider world.  Textual examples will be provided.   

 
8D.  History of Art and Museum Studies 
Chair: Suna Güven, Middle East Technical University, Ankara 
 
Suna Güven, “Visual Narratives and History Writing: The Role of 
Vitruvius” 

As the only complete and best-known architectural treatise 
from the ancient world, The Ten Books of Architecture by 
Vitruvius has been a well-studied source of inspiration on the 
classical language of architecture since antiquity. Despite being 
a Roman architect employed by the imperial state under 
Augustus, however, the utility of Vitruvius in examining post-
Augustan architecture is extremely limited because he had not 
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seen the revolutionary structural innovations in the later 
development of Roman architecture that gave the identifying 
stamp to Roman design. On the contrary, the sources of his 
treatise derived from the collection of earlier Greek writing on 
architecture and construction that are no longer extant. This 
paper will describe and analyze the function of Vitruvius as a 
rhetorical instrument in both formulating and disseminating the 
architectural component in creating an official state image. 

 
Etolia Ekaterini Martinis, Ionian University (Ιόνιο Πανεπιστήμιο), 
“John William Waterhouse (1849-1917): The Odyssey Paintings and 
the New Trends in Classical Scholarship in Late Nineteenth-Century 
Britain” 

Despite the fact that Waterhouse lived not so long ago, there 
are remarkably few documents about his life, connections and 
interests for various reasons. As a result, his subjects, most of 
which are derived from ancient Greek and medieval myths, are 
especially important for the study of his artistic outlook. After 
an initial phase of interest in Greco-Roman architecture and 
decorum as a follower of Sir L. Alma-Tadema, he turned to 
ancient storylines about transformation, passion and 
ambivalence between erotic desire and duty. Following the 
conviction of Oscar Wilde, Waterhouse tried to show through 
his essentially Symbolist works that the "renaissance of art" in 
19th century Britain stemmed "from the union of Hellenism, in 
its breadth and calm possession of beauty, with the passionate 
colour of the Romantic spirit." In this paper, I will examine a set 
of independent paintings inspired from Homer's Odyssey, in 
most of which beautiful and dangerous women set in motion 
the fin-de-siecle interplay between the fatal and angelic female 
archetype. More specifically, attention will be paid to the 
dialogue between these paintings, ancient vases and the 
relevant texts of Jane Ellen Harrison, e.g. The Myths of the 
Odyssey in art and literature (1882). In this way, Waterhouse's 
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mature work will be seen in tandem with new trends in classical 
scholarship, e.g. the emphasis on the feminine presence and 
the emergence of ritualism, with the homonymous Cambridge 
group as its epitome. 

 
Sapfo Mortaki, Harokopio University of Athens, “Διαπολιτισμικές 
αναφορές: η επίδραση της Μεσογείου στο έργο του Έλληνα γλύπτη 
της διασποράς Κωνσταντίνου Ανδρέου” [Intercultural References: 
The Influence of the Mediterranean in the Work of the Greek Sculptor 
of the Diaspora Constantine Andreou] 

The art of the artists of the diaspora requires cultural 
coexistence, cultural exchange and merge of cultural elements. 
Greek artists, despite the diversity of temperament and style 
and their obvious interest to modern and contemporary 
creation, maintain an indissoluble connection with the tradition 
and their artistic heritage. The cultural past of the artists 
constitutes an element of renewal and original creation, which 
is linked to the achievements of modern art. The case of 
Constantine Andreou (1917-2007), Greek sculptor, painter and 
engraver, confirms this theoretical framework. Although he 
lived most of his life in France, he kept alive the memories of his 
homeland, which appear as influences in his creation. The 
Mediterranean Sea appears in several series of works: in 
sculpture with works such as the Mediterranean and the Sirens 
and in painting with the series Love of the Waves, where two 
elements, the woman and the sea, and mixed in a change of 
identity. Through a diachronic presentation of these artifacts, it 
is proved that the effect of the Mediterranean has been a 
catalyst for the artist throughout the course of his artistic 
creation and is expressed with a variety of means. 
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Antonis Danos, Cyprus University of Technology, “Christoforos Savva 
(1924-1968): Avant-gardism on a Mediterranean ‘Periphery’” 

The proposed paper negotiates the Mediterranean as a milieu 
where modernity has been experienced in alternative ways to 
dominant Western ‘grand narratives’ and modernist hegemonic 
discourses; as a space that has largely refused binarisms (tradition 
vs. modernity) and hierarchies (‘high’ vs. ‘low’ or ‘popular’ art). It is 
seen as a space where modernity has been not one but many, with 
the different versions tied to place and time, contingent, open-
ended, alternative and hybrid. 
Within this framework, I situate the work of Cypriot artist 
Christoforos Savva (1924-1968). While considered the leading 
Cypriot modernist, most of his oeuvre opposed one of modernity’s 
central tenets: the declared opposition between ‘tradition’ and the 
present. Savva negotiated tradition as a living reality in the present, 
which simultaneously extends backwards and forwards. He 
produced a body of work that amounts to a case of avant-garde on 
the ‘periphery’, simultaneously modern and postmodern, thus 
foregrounding the alternative, hybrid and polymorphic character of 
a/the Mediterranean imaginary. 

 
 
8E. Liminality in the Mediterranean 
Chair: Filippo Naitana, Quinnipiac University 
 
Filippo Naitana, “State Matters: Education and Healthcare in 
Renaissance Ragusa (Dubrovnik)” 

At the dawn of the modern era, the republic of Ragusa was the 
center of a complex network of economic interests —
mercantile in particular— that embraced the entire 
Mediterranean, sweeping from the Balkans to Western Europe 
and the Levant. Moreover it was a true “melting pot”, where 
customs and ideas were exchanged as much as goods traded. 
This paper focuses on the Italian genealogy of Ragusa’s policies 
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on education and heathcare, relying on a variety of sources, 
from statutes to chronicles, literary works to travel narratives. 

 
Ombretta Frau, Mount Holyoke College, “‘Lost Between Europe and 
Africa’: Sardinia in the Eyes of Female Travelers” 

Unlike Sicily, Italy’s other sizable island, Sardinia, has remained 
somehow mysterious and isolated for centuries. In nineteenth 
and early twentieth century travelogues, Sardinia is often 
described as “non-European”, and as “the most remote land in 
Europe”. In DH Lawrence’s Sea and Sardinia, its capital city 
Cagliari is portrayed as “Arab looking” and “lost between 
Europe and Africa”. This paper explores Sardinia and the 
Sardinian people and customs from the point of view of the 
female foreign traveler, focusing in particular on two works: 
British writer Mary Davey’s Icnusa (1860) and Swedish author 
Amelie Posse’s Sardinian Sideshow (1933). 

 
Erin Larkin, Southern Connecticut University, “A Jerusalem of Our 
Time: Matera in Pasolini’s Gospel According to Saint Matthew” 

This paper focuses on one of the most celebrated works by the 
Italian poet, playwright and filmmaker Pier Paolo Pasolini: his 1964 
film The Gospel According to Saint Matthew. More specifically, it 
brings into focus the pivotal role played “the stage” of Pasolini’s 
adaptation of Matthew’s Gospel: the city of Matera. Built into a 
rocky ravine at the outermost reaches of the Italian South, the 
capital of Basilicata becomes in the director’s vision a metaphor of 
both a Mediterranean community impermeable to change, and of 
what he called “a cinema of poetry” –that is, an art form rooted in 
the “pre-grammatical world” of primal images taken from nature, 
memory, or dreams. 
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